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Circular No : 2010/015
To All SELB Schools 
For the Attention of :

Principals and Designated Teachers for Drugs Education

Re: Drugs Guidance for Schools – An Up-date
13 January 2010
Dear Principal

Schools have been using the Drugs: Guidance for Schools 2004 and DE Circular 2004/9 to underpin any work undertaken in this area.  Since the publication of these documents there have been a number of changes to the arena surrounding drugs education, for example, the introduction of the NI Curriculum and changes in legislation about drug classification and smoking.  
Schools who have not updated this statutory policy in recent years will need to take account of these changes and update their drugs policy and drugs education programme accordingly.  The current SELB sample Pastoral Care Policy, which contains a sample Drugs policy, is currently available through:

· www.clounaghvle.org
· Pastoral Care

· Policies

· Pastoral Care Policy Guidelines

To support schools in this process, a five Board online course on LNI has been developed with the following objectives:
· To raise awareness of the statutory requirements for drugs education in schools
· To assist schools in reviewing their drugs policy, procedures and programme, taking into account current issues
· To provide guidance to schools on how to manage a drugs related incident
· To provide a forum for discussion and support
The course is aimed at the designated teacher for drugs education and will include relevant downloadable documents and a discussion forum where issues and queries can be raised.  

There will be no assignments or coursework but participants will be expected to complete short practical tasks and make contributions to the online discussion forum as follows:
· Create at least 1 posting each week during the 5 weeks of the course

· Reply to at least 1 other posting each week during the 5 weeks of the course
The course, for which there is no cost to schools, will run from Monday 22 February 2010 until Friday 26 March 2010.

Successful applicants will be informed by email about further details of the course prior to the start date.

Please indicate your intention to participate on the reply slip attached and return to Lorraine Livingstone by Friday 29 January 2010. 

Yours sincerely

	Eileen C Donnelly (Mrs)                                

Advisor                                      

Personal Development

Tel : 028 3751 2481

Fax : 028 3751 2236

Mobile : 07919 493 672

e.mail : eileen.donnelly@selb.org 
Secretary : 028 3751 2504
Fax : 028 3751 2236
e.mail : lorraine.livingstone@selb.org
	Mark Teggarty

Advisory Teacher 

Personal Development

Tel : 028 3831 0920

Fax : 028 3834 6604

Mobile : 07717 732 022
e.mail : mark.teggarty@selb.org
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	Date:


	Tel:
(028)  
Fax:
(028) 
	

	Drugs: Guidance for Schools : An Up-date
I would like to apply to join the online Drugs Guidance for Schools course from Monday 22 February 2010 to Friday 26 March 2010
Name of School : 


Name of Participating Teacher : 

LNI User Name of Participating Teacher : 

Email address of Participating Teacher : 

Signature of Teacher  : 



Signature of Principal  : 



Please reply by Friday 29 January 2010 to

Fax No : 028 3751 2236



3 Charlemont Place ( The Mall ( Armagh (BT61 9AX

Tel: 028 3751 2200
Email: selb.hq@selb.org ( Website: www.selb.org
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