19 February 2010

Dear Principal

Regional Strategic STEM Group – Full STEM Ahead Conference
The promotion of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) is a priority for Government and as such funding has been made available by the Department of Education to prioritise work in this area.

In light of this, the five Education and Library Boards have organised a conference to be attended by a Head of Department in a STEM related Subject (Science, Technology & Design and Mathematics) or a nominee which will give them an opportunity to:

· Gain an understanding of the issues surrounding the Government led STEM agenda.

· Participate in workshops led by a range of  stakeholders and providers of courses and INSET in STEM areas

· Identify the support need of schools in STEM subjects

· Share in the good practice of teaching and learning in STEM area by teachers in STEM project schools.

One Head of Department from your school is therefore invited to attend a conference at the following venue:

Glenavon Hotel Cookstown on 15 March 2010 at 09.15 am

Substitute cover will be provided and places will be allocated on a first come first served basis in each ELB area. Please note substitute cover must be claimed in your March return.
Please return the reply slip enclosed, no later than Wednesday 3 March. As places are limited NO late replies will be accepted.

If you have any further inquiries please do not hesitate to contact us at 02894482200 or by email at the links below.
Yours faithfully

Joan Shine
Regional Strategic STEM Group – Full STEM Ahead Conference

Glenavon Hotel Cookstown on 15 March 2010 at 09.15 am
REPLY SLIP

Name:

__________________________________________________
School:

__________________________________________________
Address:

__________________________________________________
Telephone:

__________________________________________________
Email:


__________________________________________________
ELB: (Please Tick)
BELB   
NEELB
  
SEELB
  
SELB  

WELB  

Subject: 

Science  
Technology & Design  
Mathematics   
Primary  
Morning workshop choices: (please indicate in order of preference 1-5)
W5

Sentinus

STEM Module

Regional CEIG

CCEA
If you have any specific dietary requirements please indicate.
Give details below:
________________________________________________________
FOR ALL ELB’s . Please confirm your attendance no later than Wednesday 3 March 2010 returning the reply slip by fax, post or email to:

Hazel Calderwood, Antrim Board Centre, 17 Lough Road, Antrim BT41 4DH

Tel: 028 94482288

Fax: 028 94482325

Email: Hazel Calderwood@neelb.org.uk
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Regional Strategic STEM Group – Full STEM Ahead Conference

Glenavon Hotel Cookstown on 15 March 2010 at 09.15 am
PROGRAMME

9:15

Registration 

9:45

Opening Address

Paul McCrory “Thinking Differently”

10:30

Coffee

11:00
Workshops – Each organisation will highlight their own activities in relation to STEM. Each workshop will be repeated 3 times at half hour intervals.

(a) W5
(b) Sentinus
(c) STEM Module
(d) Regional CEIG
(e) CCEA
12:30

Lunch

13:30

Workshops – each workshop will be repeated twice.

(a-c)
Sharing good practice (Specialist STEM schools)
(d) STEM in Primary Schools (Primary Teacher Developers)
14:15

Repeat of Workshops (a-d)

14:45

Setting the STEM agenda



(Regional STEM group / DE)

15:15

Plenary and Close
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