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Circular No. 2009/119
8 May 2009
To:
Principals of all Post Primary Schools with KS3 Provision
READING PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMME 2009/10 : POST PRIMARY
Dear Principal

Training for the next cohort of the Reading Partnership Programme is due to commence in September 2009.  The programme is now entering its eighth year and has proven to be very successful in both encouraging an interest in reading and improving reading skills.

The Reading Partnership Programme has two aims: 
· to raise standards in literacy by providing children with additional help to read

· to provide accredited training for staff and volunteers. 

Each participating school takes responsibility for the identification and verification of the Reading Partners. They are most usually, interested parents, classroom assistants or community volunteers.

Elements of the programme:

Three and a half days of training equip Reading Partners with the skills and confidence to undertake a 10-week reading programme in the school. Each reading partner works with 3 children individually. Each of the children is given three 15-minute sessions per week for 10 weeks. The times selected are negotiated between the school and the volunteer. Our experience has shown that £500 would be needed to resource the programme adequately.
The SELB will provide substitute cover to enable one teacher to attend 2 training days (Days 1 & 2) to develop their role as coordinator of the programme. If your teacher has had training before, we recommend that he/she attend only on Day 1 of the training.  The Reading Partners attend all 3 days.  A co-coordinator’s pack is provided and the SELB will support the work in schools. 

	Post Primary Training Dates
	Cluster Meeting
	Venue

	14, 18 & 23 September 2009
	To be decided
	Armagh Teachers’ Centre


Accreditation for the partners:

Each candidate is awarded 3 credits by the N I Open College Network (NIOCN) upon successful completion of the training and a portfolio. These credits can be used in part fulfilment of NVQ Level 3 accredited programmes.

All individuals are required, if they decide to go forward for accreditation, to maintain a file on the 3 named pupils for the 10 –Week Assessment. Reading Partners are permitted a further 6 weeks to complete all sections of the file, including observed participation in group discussion, reflection and evaluation of the programme.

/2

To date, approximately 700 partners have received accreditation in Reading Partnership by NIOCN. The cost for the examination process is £30 per volunteer. However, if partners do not wish to go forward for accreditation, they are still equipped with the skills to help with reading in their school. It is recommended that you nominate 2 persons for the training.
As places on the course are limited, it is important that you return the attached reply form as soon as possible and no later than Friday, 29 May 2009.
Yours sincerely
Kate O’Hanlon (Mrs)
Adviser for English

Secretary’s Line: 028 3751 2505

Fax: 028 3751 2236

Email: kate.ohanlon@selb.org 

KO’H/JW
REPLY SLIP

READING PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMME 2009/10

POST PRIMARY SCHOOLS

14, 18 & 23 September 2009

Armagh Teachers’ Centre

SCHOOL: 












We wish to be considered for a place on the above training 

Names of Reading Partners: 
1.














2.














Name of Teacher Co-ordinator: 










*Teacher Co-ordinator will attend on 

DAY 1 (
DAYS 1 & 2  (
Has your school had Reading Partnership training before? 
YES(

NO (
*
Teacher Co-ordinators should attend only on Day 1 if they have been trained before.  If they have not been trained before they should attend on Days 1 & 2.  The Reading Partners attend all 3 days.

Principal’s Signature: 






  Date: 



Please complete and return by Friday, 29 May 2009 to

Mrs Jean Wright, CASS, SELB, 3 Charlemont Place, The Mall, ARMAGH BT61 9AX,

email jean.wright@selb.org or fax 028 37 512236
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