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Our Ref: 0010712
CIRCULAR NO: 2009/146
Date: 29 June 2009


To: Principals of all Schools.
Dear Principal
SWINE FLU
You will be aware that the World Health Organisation has recently classified the Swine Flu outbreak as a World Pandemic (Level 6 Alert).  Since then the Board has been working closely with the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety and the Department of Education in developing contingency plans in preparation of any increase of cases in Northern Ireland. 
While the virus has been shown to be a mild strain,  there are increased concerns from the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety that any second wave will most likely coincide with the normal seasonal flu in the Autumn and may emerge in a more virulent form. 

Current research has shown the virus will spread very effectively within the school age groups.  Although schools are largely closed during July and August there are still many opportunities for infection within holiday destinations which can be transformed into the school environment.  We have been asked to remain vigilant during the holiday period.  Hand washing and good hygiene practices have been highlighted as a very important method in reducing the possible spread of infection.  In preparation for the new school year principals are asked to:
· Have sufficient stocks of paper hand towels and liquid soap.
· Check that the hot water supply to all parts of the school is fully operational.
· Report any fault with the hot water system to the Board.  

Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety have also asked that school principals regularly visit their websites during summer holidays to keep themselves up to date on any developments.  Any issues of concern could be addressed by contacting the Northern Ireland Helpline Number 0800 0514 142 or by making direct contact with the Board’s Health and Safety Team at 028 3751 2429.

The Board will be updating the information on its website www.selb.org. on a regular basis – 
If this letter raises any issues in respect of Swine Flu please do not hesitate to contact the Board’s Support Team.

USEFUL NUMBERS

DHSSPS Helpline                    
0800 051 4142
SELB Health and Safety:
      
028 3751 2429
Maintenance Help Desk:

028 3751 2551
(For Maintenance Issues)
 

Yours sincerely

Gregory P Butler

Head of Development, Planning & Support Services

Tel No: 
028 3751 2426 

Email:
  gregory.butler@selb.org

