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  Circular No: 2009/140
To: 
All Chairs & Principals of Controlled Primary Schools.

Copied to All Chairs & Principals of Controlled Post-Primary & Special Schools for information.
11 June 2009

TRANSFER 2010
Dear Colleague
You will be aware that the Department of Education (DE) issued Draft Guidance on Transfer 2010 on 2 February 2009.  DE is presently considering responses to this before issue of the Final Guidance.
In the absence of a regulated process for the transition of pupils from Primary to Post-Primary Schools, the Southern Education & Library Board (SELB) wishes to advise that it does not have any role in the facilitation or management of transfer tests which are not approved by DE.  Delivery of the Northern Ireland Curriculum is the responsibility of Boards of Governors and School Principals who at all times should be acting in the best interests of pupils.
Governors and Principals of Primary Schools are therefore advised to:-
· continue to teach the Revised Northern Ireland Curriculum as set out in the Education Order (Northern Ireland) 2006, Articles 4 to 9, particularly in relation to Language and Literacy and Mathematics and Numeracy;

· take due cognisance of any advice and Guidance issued by DE; and

· take account of any further advice or guidance issued by DE and SELB.
The SELB understands that parents will want to be assured that their children are prepared appropriately for Post-Primary education and believes that this can be achieved through the effective delivery of the Revised Northern Ireland Curriculum.  In responding to any parental enquiry, schools should rely upon and refer to this advice.

Finally, Boards of Governors and Principals should be aware that in the event of legal challenge in respect of matters associated with the transfer of pupils to Post-Primary education, decisions made by Boards of Governors will be discoverable through their minutes.  You may wish to place this letter on the agenda of your next Board of Governors’ meeting in the determination of your school’s response to ‘unregulation’.

After the issue of the Final Guidance from DE on Transfer 2010 the Board will, if necessary, be in contact with schools.
Please feel free to contact Mairead Maguire, Head of Pupil & Parent Unit (028 3751 2411) if you have any queries regarding this correspondence.
Yours sincerely 

A P Murphy
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Tel:
028 37 512227

Fax:
028 37 512535

E-Mail:
tony.murphy@selb.org
APM/JC
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