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Circular No: 2009/159
29 July 2009 

To:
 Principals of All Schools

Dear Principal 

SWINE INFLUENZA - UPDATE

Recently there has been speculation in the media about the position relating to the potential delayed opening of schools in September 2009 as well as planned vaccination of pupils. The following 4 bullet points provided by the Department of Education on 23 July 2009 represent the most up to date advice available relating to these matters. 
· It is expected that schools and the wider education sector will re-open for the new 2009/10 academic year in late August/early September as planned.  However, if the Public Health Agency advises otherwise the Department will follow whatever that advice is and advise schools, parents and the public accordingly.

· The Department will liaise closely with the Public Health Agency (Northern Ireland)/Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (Northern Ireland)/Department for Children Schools and Families (England and Wales)/Department for Education and Science (Republic of Ireland) in the lead up to the new academic year to assess the latest position and advice as the summer holidays come to an end in August.

· Although there is some speculation in the media, the Department for Education has NOT yet been advised if the Public Health Agency plan to vaccinate school pupils, teachers or indeed pre-school children in NI in the Autumn.

· In the mean time anyone seeking advice about Swine Flu should be advised to refer to the Public Health Agency / Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety Direct websites or contact the appropriate medical helplines.

Further updates will be issued prior to the commencement of schools in September.  It is important that all schools prepare / update their ‘School Aide Memoire for Swine Influenza Contingency Plan’ as per the SELB circular no 2009/124 issued on 13 May 2009.
If you require any assistance or guidance on any matter pertaining to the Swine Influenza outbreak you can access the SELB website – www.selb.org or ring the SELB Health & Safety Officer on 028 3751 2429.

Yours sincerely

Gregory P Butler

Head of Development, Planning & Support Services
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