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TO:  ALL PRINCIPALS OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Dear principal
Revised Northern Ireland Curriculum - Professional Development Programme
As you will be aware, the Revised Curriculum professional development programme for teachers of P3, P4 and P7 commences at the end of this month.  Thank you for all your co-operation in registering names of teachers for these courses.  A number of you have had to request additional places or changes in dates and we have tried to accommodate all such requests as far as possible.  If you find that you need to request any further changes, please contact our primary team secretary, Mrs Shona Collett, via e-mail using the following address: shona.collett@selb.org
Changes in the numbers of places which were initially booked will give rise to changes in the amounts of sub-cover funding required and I will be making additional allocations to schools concerned during February and March. 
On a practical note, we would be very grateful if you could ask all your  P3, P4 and P7 teachers who are coming to courses to bring their copy of the N.I. Primary Curriculum booklet with them, as it will be referred to throughout the day.

As we indicated at the Leading Learning meetings last term, the P3/P4 and P7 programmes will differ from the P1, P2 , P5 and P6 programmes, in some important respects.  This is a result of feedback from principals, teachers and ETI.  Most significantly, the second day of the three day programme being offered during this school year will be a supported self-study day, which teachers will undertake back at school, using a course made available to them through the C2K system.  Full details of how to access the course will be given to the teachers on day 1 of their training and will also be made available to all principals through a forthcoming series of “Leading Learning” meetings, details of which are given later.  Please note that one full day of substitute cover funding has been allocated for every teacher registered for the P3, P4 and P7 courses, to facilitate completion of this self-study day.  Decisions on the practical arrangements regarding when the day is to be taken, whether a teacher undertakes it on their own, or with other colleagues, etc. are entirely in the hands of the principal.  The only condition we place on this matter is that the day should be taken before 31st March 2009, unless there are exceptional reasons for deferring it.  The self-study day is an integral part of the overall programme, and requires teachers to undertake a small piece of work which they will evaluate and report back on as part of the Day 3 programme. 
“Leading Learning” meetings for principals

In response to feedback from principals, we have arranged meetings in various formats through which information about the P3/P4 and P7 courses will be provided. 

/2
1. 
Afternoon seminars, providing an overview of both the P3/P4 and P7 Day 1 courses, including information on the Day 2 supported self-study course

These seminars are being provided at three venues, as follows.  The same programme will be provided on each occasion.  Please note that the sole agenda item for these meetings is to provide an overview of the P3/4 and P7 day 1 and day 2 courses.  
Tuesday 3rd February, in Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
Wednesday 4th February, in The Mourne Country Hotel, Newry, 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Tuesday 10th February, in the Community Relations Council Conference Centre, 
The Linen Green Complex, Dungannon, 2.00pm – 4.00pm
To register for any one of these seminars, please use the attached reply slip and reply by e-mail or fax.  

2.  Full-day version of P3/P4 Day 1 course, including information on the Day 2 supported self-study course

This course will run on Monday 2nd February, in Armagh Teachers’ Centre, 9.15am – 4.00pm The P3/4 Day 1 course will be presented exactly as it is being presented to teachers.  Places on this course are limited and will be allocated on a “first-come-first-served” basis.  To register, please use the attached reply slip and reply by e-mail or fax.
3.  Full-day version of P7 Day 1 course, including information on the Day 2 supported self-study course

This course will run on Monday 9th February, in Newry Teachers’ Centre, 9.15am – 4.00pm

As with the P3/4 course, this P7 Day 1 course will be presented exactly as it is being presented to teachers. Places on this course are limited and will be allocated on a “first-come-first-served” basis. To register, please use the attached reply slip and reply by e-mail or fax.
Yours sincerely
John Unsworth,

Senior Adviser – Primary 
REPLY SLIP

Revised Northern Ireland Curriculum 

“Leading Learning” programme for Primary  Principals

Name of school: ______________________________________________

Name of principal: ____________________________________________

To book a place at any of the courses listed below, please tick the appropriate box. 

1. 
Overview of P3/P4  Day 1 and P7 Day 1 -

  
Tuesday 3rd February, 
Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, 2.00pm – 4.00pm


2. 
Overview of P3/P4 Day 1 and P7 Day 1 -

Wednesday 4th February,
The Mourne Country Hotel, Newry, 2.00pm – 4.00pm


3. 
Overview of P3/P4 Day 1 and P7 Day 1 -

Tuesday 10th February,
Community Relations Council Conference Centre, 
The Linen Green Complex, Dungannon, 2.00pm – 4.00pm


4. 
Full-day version of P3/P4 Day 1 course, on Monday 2nd February

Armagh Teachers’ Centre, 9.15am – 4.00pm


5. 
Full-day version of P7 Day 1 course, on Monday 9th February

Newry Teachers’ Centre, 9.15am – 4.00pm
E-mail this page to shona.collett@selb.org or

Fax this slip back to CASS Advisers’ Office, SELB HQ:  Fax No:  028 3751 2236

on or before FRIDAY 30TH JANUARY 2009
