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Circular No:  2009/42

Visit of Professor Carl Murray

of

The Cassini-Huygens Mission to Saturn
To the Principal 
As part of the launch of the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) schools initiative, you are warmly invited to send some of your KS3 pupils to see a presentation to be given by Professor Carl Murray of the The Cassini-Huygens Mission to Saturn.

Professor Murray was born in Northern Ireland and received his primary and post primary education in Belfast. He is now a member of staff at Queen Mary University of London.

Professor Murray is part of an international team of astronomers and scientists working on the Cassini-Huygens project which is a joint NASA/ESA robotic spacecraft mission currently studying the planet Saturn, its moons and rings. The spacecraft was launched in 1997 and entered into orbit around Saturn in 2004. 
Hundreds of scientists and engineers from 16 European countries and 33 of the United States make up the team responsible for designing, building, flying and collecting data from the Cassini orbiter and Huygens probe. 

Professor Murray is a member of the Cassini Imaging Team and will talk about his work and share some amazing photographs of the Saturn system as part of his presentation to schools during a two day visit to Northern Ireland in February.

He will give a presentation at the King’s Hall Octagon Suite in Belfast on the morning of Thursday 19 February 2009 at 10.30am and in the Millenium Forum Londonderry on Friday 20 February 2009 at 10.30am. Doors open at 10.00 am in both venues. 

Places will be limited to 20 per school and will be allocated on a first come first served basis with confirmation being sent by return email to the sender’s email address. Those wishing to bring a party to Professor Murray’s presentation should apply on line at the web address and entering the code number 545936 with details as requested. Please note that applications close at 3.30 pm on Friday 6 Feb.
http://esurvey.inspiredata.com
If at a time close to the event there are spare seats available, schools can receive an additional allocation provided they have made this clear in their initial application.

Please note that no subsitute cover is available and schools should make their own transport arrangements to and from the event.
If you require any further information please contact N J Hunter (Adviser) BELB 9035 2435.
