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3rd April 2009
Dear Colleague

Primary Science and Technology Challenge 2009
The heats for the Primary Science and Technology Challenge in 2009 are being organised by Southern Education and Library Board in conjunction with Sentinus and will take place during the week beginning 11 May 2009 as detailed below.  Last year 750 pupils from 250 primary schools throughout Northern Ireland took part in the Challenge.

Monday 11 May 2009

St Colman’s Abbey PS Newry
Tuesday 12 May 2009

Drumglass HS Dungannon

Wednesday 13 May 2009
St Catherine’s College Armagh
Thursday 14 May 2009

St Anthony’s PS Craigavon
Each school is invited to enter one team of three P6/P7 pupils to compete in the Board area heats and five teams will progress to the Final of the competition, which will take place at Seagate Young Innovators at the Odyssey Arena, Belfast on Thursday 18 June 2009.

For the heats the teams will be given a problem-solving challenge for which they will be asked to design and construct a solution within a fixed time using basic technology materials and tools.  The challenge for this year’s heats will require teams to work with materials including syringes, tubing and card.  Judges will award up to 30 points for planning and design, 30 points for construction, aesthetics and efficient use of materials, and up to 40 points for performance against the specified challenge.  A sample Design Sheet is attached for your information.
Each heat will last for approximately half a day so children should be back at school for lunch:  also please note that teams should be accompanied by a member of staff.

Over the next year it is our intention to produce a booklet giving details of recent Challenges which will be circulated to schools as a resource to support the teaching of science and technology in primary schools.  To assist with this we will be taking photographs during the heats of the children, drawings and models and I would be grateful if you could complete and return the attached consent slip and entry.

If you would like to enter a team for the Primary Science and Technology Challenge in 2009 please complete and return the attached reply slip by Monday 27th April 2009, to Donna Davidson either by post at the above address or fax 3835 1172.

I look forward to receiving your entry.

Yours faithfully

Joan Shine

Adviser for Science
PRIMARY SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGE 2009 REPLY SLIP

School Name:


Please name the three pupils taking part in the challenge.
(Please print clearly as this will be used for a certificate for each child)

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	


Please tick preferred venue.  (Entries will be taken on first come first served basis, with only16 entries per venue)
Monday 11 May 2009

St Colman’s Abbey PS Newry

Tuesday 12 May 2009

Drumglass HS Dungannon

Wednesday 13 May 2009
St Catherine’s College Armagh

Thursday 14 May 2009

St Anthony’s PS Craigavon
The three children representing our school in the Primary Science and Technology

Challenge 2009 have given permission to have their photographs taken and used for

publicity materials resulting from the competition.
Principal’s signature:








Date:


Please return to Donna Davidson at The Clounagh Centre on or before Monday 27th April 2009.
The Clounagh Centre

38 Brownstown Road

Portadown

CRAIGAVON

BT62 3PY

Tel:  028 3836 8150

Fax:  028 3835 1172

The Southern Education and Library Board


The Clounagh Centre


38 Brownstown Road


Portadown


BT62 3PY


Tel:  +44 (028) 3836 8150		Fax: (028) 3835 1172	








Please tick



























