Fireworks Public Safety and Awareness Campaign Group 

community.safety@psni.pnn.police.uk;
fireworksafety@nifrs.org
feb@nio.x.gsi.gov.uk.
Dear Principal
FIREWORKS PUBLIC SAFETY AWARENESS AND ENFORCEMENT CAMPAIGN 2009
With the support of the Minister, Paul Goggins and Minister Michael McGimpsey, a  multi-agency Fireworks Safety Awareness Campaign Group was established in 2007.  The aim of the group is to make Halloween a safe celebration and to reduce the number of injuries to children.  In 2008 the Department of Health and Social Services and Public Safety statistics showed a decline of 67% in the number of injuries over the comparable period in 2007.   A lot of work however still needs to be done, especially as the statistics continue to show that it is children who suffer the most injuries during the firework period. It is therefore important that we continue to make them aware of the dangers fireworks can pose to them and other people if used irresponsibly.

As part of the campaign C2K have made information on fireworks and learning materials available to schools in the LearningNI Library. We would encourage schools to make use of this information to provide a safety awareness message to pupils to help us to prevent further injuries to children.  
If you have any questions regarding any of the information in the learning library you can contact PSNI at community.safety@psni.pnn.police.uk; Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service at fireworksafety@nifrs.org or the Northern Ireland Office, Firearms and Explosive Branch at feb@nio.x.gsi.gov.uk.
PSNI Schools Officers will be providing each school with a poster, which aims to highlight to young people the dangers associated with fireworks if not used safely.  I should be grateful if you would display this poster in a prominent area of the school.

We are running fireworks poster competitions for pupils in years 8 to 10 in Key Stage 3, details of which are attached.  I would encourage your school to participate in this.  
The PSNI and the Fire & Rescue Service are both offering talks on fireworks safety and dangers of misusing fireworks for schools.  If you are interested, please contact your local station.

Yours sincerely
NIO Fireworks Public Safety and Awareness Campaign Group

