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Circular No: 2009/203
21 September 2009 

To:
The Principal of All Post Primary Schools 
Dear Principal

ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS IN EXAMINATIONS 2009 – 2010
PLEASE NOTE THE VERY SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO THE ABOVE PROCEDURES AS DESCRIBED IN THIS LETTER

I would advise that this letter does not cover all aspects of the regulations and guidance related to candidates with learning difficulties.  For full guidance it is necessary to read the full regulations and guidance document which can be obtained from CCEA or downloaded from www.jcq.org.uk 
As you will be aware CCEA together with other examining bodies in England and Wales make provision for access arrangements (previously called special arrangements) for some pupils who are deemed to have a learning difficulty which would disadvantage them in GCSE and other examinations.  These arrangements are described in detail in the publication available from the JCQ website:

Access Arrangements, Reasonable Adjustments and Special Consideration (General and Vocational Qualifications) with effect from 01 September 2009 to 31 August 2010  (JCQ 2009)
As indicated in previous correspondence, Educational Psychologists will not be in a position to write reports recommending the more straightforward access arrangements – extra time, reader, prompter, transcript. Changes in the procedure introduced last year allowed teachers who register as specialist teachers to write reports supporting the application without the need for a report from an Educational Psychologist.  To facilitate this process and to help teachers prepare such reports, in May and June of this year Educational Psychologists and staff from CCEA arranged four two-day training sessions for school staff in various locations throughout the province. The course covered:

· the current regulations; 
· access arrangements; 
· how to register as a specialist teacher; 
· on-line application for access arrangements;
· testing procedures.
The courses were extremely well attended by SENCos and Examination officers and it is hoped that the course content and the guidance material provided will enable those teachers who wish to register as specialist teachers to do so and write the reports required for the more straightforward access arrangements such as additional time and readers.
Educational Psychologists will continue to provide reports, if requested to do so, but only in exceptional cases where more complex assessments are necessary in order to gather evidence of need.  Ordinarily a complex case will already be known to the Psychology Service and there will be a history of special provision being made for that pupil. If a school feels that a pupil merits special access arrangements but does not have the evidence to support such a recommendation, it is suggested that the SENCo contact the school’s Educational Psychologist to discuss the circumstances of the case.

Some cases may seem, at first sight, to be complex but this may not be the case. For example, a pupil with Asperger’s Syndrome may demonstrate speed of handwriting problems and an inability to stay on task without a prompter.  A specialist teacher should be able to provide the evidence required in this instance to justify extra time and a prompter.  The only additional evidence required to provide a prompter is that this is the pupil’s normal way of working.

I trust this clarifies access arrangements in examinations for you. I would be grateful if you could bring this information to the attention of your SENCo/Examination officer.  Should you have any queries please feel free to discuss these with your school’s named Educational Psychologist or the local Senior Psychologist. 

Could I take this opportunity to wish you well for the new school year. 
Yours sincerely
Stuart Rooney
PRINCIPAL EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST
SR/MD
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