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Circular No:  2009/183
TO:  PRINCIPALS/HEADS OF NURSERY SCHOOLS/UNITS AND SPECIAL SCHOOLS
10th September 2009
Dear Principal/Nursery Teacher
RE:  TRAINING FOR CLASSROOM ASSISTANTS WORKING IN NURSERY SCHOOLS/UNITS AND SPECIAL SCHOOLS
The S.E.L.B plans to run a series of training sessions under the title: - "Supporting Children with Additional needs in the Nursery"

We plan to offer 5 afternoon sessions between 1.00 - 3.00 pm.  Each of the sessions will cover a specific theme delivered by the relevant service.  We do require that participants commit to attending all of the clusters.  All participants will receive a certificate of attendance naming the training courses attended for their continuing professional development record.

Numbers are limited to 25.  Please complete the attached reply form and return by post or fax for the attention of Mrs Mildred Morrison, Special Education before Friday 25th September 2009.
We will subsequently contact your school to confirm whether or not you have been successful in acquiring a place on the course.  We may have to restrict the numbers accepted from each school subject to demand.  The proposed dates, themes and venues for the course sessions are as follows:

Wednesday 21st October 2009 - led by Language and Communication Service (Clare Evans)
Theme:  Communication Friendly Classrooms - Armagh Teachers' Centre

Wednesday 18th November 2009 - led by Autism Advisory and Intervention Service
Theme:  Overview, strategies and the role of the classroom assistant - C2k Centre, Craigavon

Wednesday 20th January 2010 - led by Educational Psychology Service (Karen McElduff)
Theme: Let's play: Promoting Play with Children who have SEN - Armagh Teachers' Centre
Tuesday 9th February 2010 - led by Behaviour Support Service (Conal Keown)
Theme: Supporting children with Social, Emotional and Behavioural difficulties - Armagh Teachers' Centre
-  2  -

Monday 22nd March 2010 - led by Inclusion Diversity Service

Theme:  Supporting newcomer children who do not have English as their first language - Armagh Teachers' Centre
Classroom Assistants will be given opportunities to increase their knowledge, clarify their roles and responsibilities and to share good practice.  The course will focus on providing practical strategies that classroom assistants can use to support children with additional needs.

Should you require any more information please contact me at the telephone number below.
Yours sincerely

Paula Bower

Assistant Advisory Officer

Special Education (Nursery/Primary)
· 028 3751 7824
/MM
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'Training for Classroom Assistants working in Nursery School/Units and Special Schools'

NAME OF CLASSROOM ASSISTANT:  ____________________________________
NAME OF SCHOOL:  ___________________________________________________

SIGNATURE OF PRINCPAL:  ______________________________________________

DATE:  ________________________

Please complete and return the form before Friday 25th September 2009 to:

Mrs Mildred Morrison

Special Education

Southern Education and Library Board

3 Charlemont Place

The Mall

ARMAGH

BT61 9AX

Telephone:  028 3751 7821

Fax:  028 3752 5497

Please note that places will be allocated on a 'first come, first served' basis.  However, if the course should be oversubscribed you will be notified accordingly.
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