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Circular No. 2009/182
9 September 2009
To:
Principals and SENCOs in all Post Primary Schools 

excluding Senior High Schools

YEAR 8 PUPILS - READING SURVEY 2009
Dear Principal

Welcome back to a new term, and best wishes to you for the coming school year. 
Enclosed is the Reading Survey Questionnaire, which is being forwarded to all post primary schools in the SELB area.  We would be very grateful if you could fill in the requested information.

This year we are asking schools to use a general reading test, such as NFER 6-14 Reading. We are not expecting results from Progress in English. We have advised schools to use Progress in English as a follow up to a general screening test, where more information is sought on the skills of certain underachieving pupils. However, for the purposes of the survey, a standardised score from a screening test is sufficient.
The data gathered will be used to compare with results from 1997 to 2008.  It is hoped that this annual survey will give us an impression of trends and indicate whether we are beginning to record effects of early and ongoing literacy intervention in the primary years.  The data over the past ten years has suggested that the percentage of pupils leaving primary school with unacceptably low standardised scores has decreased.
It would be most helpful if results could be returned as standardised scores, rather than as reading ages.  Please return the survey as soon as possible or by the end of October at the latest.
If you have any queries in relation to this please contact me on 028 3751 2505.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Yours faithfully

Kate O’Hanlon (Mrs)

Adviser for English

Secretary: 028 3751 2505   Fax: 028 3751 2236

KOH/JW

The Southern Education & Library Board

Year 8 Pupils – Reading Survey

Autumn Term 2009
Please answer the questions below in relation to your current intake of Year 8 pupils.  Individual school’s information will be considered confidential.

1. How many pupils do you have at present in Year 8?

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	

	Boys
	
	
	Girls
	


2. How many Year 8 pupils have scored between 81-90 (inclusive) on a standardised reading test?

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	

	Boys  81-90
	
	
	Girls  81-90
	


3. How many Year 8 pupils have scored 80 or below on a standardised reading test?

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	

	Boys  <80
	
	
	Girls  <80
	


4. Please name the standardised reading test used :


____________________________________________________________

5. Any additional comments :


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

School ___________________________________________________________

Signed ____________________________________ Date __________________

Thank you for your co-operation.

Please complete and return to Mrs Kate O’Hanlon, Adviser for English 

SELB, 3 Charlemont Place, The Mall, ARMAGH, BT61 9AX, fax to (028) 3751 2236 
or email jean.wright@selb.org
as soon as possible or by the end of October at the latest
_1061031364.doc
[image: image1.png];on and Library Boa
rg

souther? educat








