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Circular No : 2009/ 235
To : All Primary Schools
Re : Foundation Stage – CPD Opportunities

Dear Principal

This year we hope to support teachers in the Foundation Stage by offering a menu of CPD opportunities (attached).  The menu is intended to provide the opportunity for teachers to access support which is best fitted to meet the specific development needs in the Foundation Stage within their own school.

The menu has been designed, and will be offered, on a regional basis with courses planned in various venues across Northern Ireland to reflect demand.  All courses will take place during the second term and confirmation of specific dates and venues will be sent to each school as soon as possible after the closing date.  

Applicants should note that they may be required to travel beyond their local teachers’ centre to a more centralised venue. 
Substitute cover, travel and subsistence costs have been made available by DE and will be provided centrally for those who attend the courses.  Details of coding for substitute cover will be provided in the letter of confirmation.  For this reason, we ask that all teachers who apply are able to attend for the duration of the course.

Should you wish to avail of this opportunity please select the focus which best matches your school’s main priority and, if you wish, indicate a second choice.  In the event that any course does not run or is oversubscribed the teacher will be offered his/her second choice.  No teacher will be able to attend more than one course.

An application form (copy attached) should be completed for each individual teacher who wishes to apply.  

Please return to shona.collett@selb.org by the closing date of 20 October 2009.  No applications received after this date may be considered.  

Confirmation of the allocation of places and course details will be sent to the school prior to the course.  

Every effort will be made to accommodate the preferences expressed by those teachers who apply.

Should you have any queries, please contact your local CASS Early Years Team:

Heather Murray, Adviser for Primary Curriculum & Learning, Armagh Teachers’ Centre, Woodford, 1 Markethill Road, ARMAGH BT60 1NP (Tel : 028 3752 0728; Fax : 028 3752 0717; e.mail : heather.murray@selb.org)

Yours sincerely

Hazel Mullan (Mrs)

Assistant Senior Education Officer

HM/LL

Direct Line : (028) 3751 2358

Secretary : (028) 3751 2504

Fax : (028) 3751 2236

email : 
hazel.mullan@selb.org


lorraine.livingstone@selb.org

Foundation Stage Professional Development Programme 2009-10

1. Developing Play-Based Learning in the Foundation Stage

~ creating an enabling environment

~ establishing supportive routines

Target Audience: Foundation Stage teachers who are beginning to promote learning through play

2. The Role of the Adult in Supporting Children’s Learning Through Play

~ understanding how children learn and how adults can support that learning

~ putting theory into practice

Target Audience: Foundation Stage teachers who have established stimulating Play-Based Learning practice and wish to develop their practice further

3. Extending Children’s Learning Through Play

~ exploration of how to provide appropriate challenge for the children

~ consideration of progression in play in the context of the six learning areas of the Foundation Stage curriculum

Target Audience: Year 2 teachers who have well-established practice in Play-Based Learning

4. Developing Children’s Fundamental Movement Skills

~ understanding fundamental movement skills in the context of the Physical Development and Movement learning area

~ a two-day programme

Target Audience: Year 1 or 2 teachers who have not yet attended FMS training and who are interested in this area

n.b. teachers who attend this course must bring a copy of the resource ‘Fundamental Movements Skills Pack‘, ‘The Tools for LTA’ & DVD,  ISBN: 1905 232101, a copy of which may be in the school if previous teachers have attended FMS training; if not it may be purchased from Steps PD, Unit 78, Shrivenham 100 Business Park, Majors Road, Watchfield, SN6 8TY

5. Observation and Record-Keeping in the Foundation Stage

~ understanding the process of observing children’s learning

~ exploration of a range of methods for observing and recording

~consideration of how observation and assessment inform future planning

Target Audience: Foundation Stage teachers who have already well-established Play-Based Learning practice and who wish to consider this aspect of practice

6. Observing and Supporting Children’s Well-Being and Involvement

~ a two-day programme based on the work of Professor Ferre Laevers, University of Leuven, Belgium

~ understanding the concepts of well-being and involvement

~ observing children using Laevers’ scales

~ consideration of strategies for enhancing levels of well-being and involvement

Target Audience: Foundation Stage teachers who have already well-established observation practice

7. Learning Outdoors in the Foundation Stage

~ consideration of the potential for learning across the curriculum in the outdoors

~ sharing ideas for developing a stimulating outdoor learning environment

Target Audience: Foundation Stage teachers who have already well-established Play-Based Learning practice indoors and wish to extend it outdoors

8. Developing Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities through the Arts

~ deepening understanding of the TS&PC framework

~ exploration of the potential learning in Art and Design, Drama and Music

~ a practical workshop-based approach

Target Audience: any interested Foundation Stage teacher

9. Developing Guided Reading in the Foundation Stage

~ developing effective guided reading practice

~ approaches to monitoring and evaluating children’s progress in reading

Target Audience: Year Two teachers

Foundation Stage Professional Development Programme 2009-10 Application Form
Each school will need to complete and return a copy of this form for every Foundation Stage teacher who wishes to apply for a course.

Please complete the following form by completing required information and by indicating applicant’s first and second choice:

	Name of Course
	Tick First Choice
	Tick Second Choice

	1. Developing Play-Based Learning in the Foundation Stage

~ one day course
	
	

	2. The Role of the Adult in Supporting Children’s Learning Through Play       ~ one day course
	
	

	3. Extending Children’s Learning Through Play

~ one day course
	
	

	4. Developing Children’s Fundamental Movement Skills

~ two day course
	
	

	5. Observation and Record-Keeping in the Foundation Stage

~ one day course
	
	

	6. Observing and Supporting Children’s Well-Being and Involvement          ~ two day course
	
	

	7. Learning Outdoors in the Foundation Stage

~ one day course
	
	

	8. Developing Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities through the Arts        ~ one day course
	
	

	9. Developing Guided Reading in the Foundation Stage

~ one day course
	
	


	Name of Teacher:   

	

	Class/es Taught:      

	

	Name of School:    


	

	School Address:     


	

	ELB:

	


Signed:         __________________________________     (Principal)
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO : shona.collett@selb.org
Fax : 028 3751 2236
by the closing date of 20 October 2009
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