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October 8th 2009

Dear Principal

Re: Promoting STEM in Primary Schools

The promotion of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) has been established as an area of work within the current Northern Ireland Assembly’s Programme for Government.

As an element of this promotion, the Department of Education has made funding available to develop a range of activities and processes related to STEM, with a particular focus on Continuing Professional Development for teachers of Science and Technology in primary schools.  This funding has just been received by the regional group and totals £310k.
The Northern Ireland Regional STEM group is seeking applications from primary schools to participate in a project to promote and enhance learning and teaching in primary science and technology.  You are invited to apply for funding, which will be in the region of £30,000 per school, to enable you to become a ‘STEM Lead School’ for the duration of the project, i.e. November ‘09 - March ’10.  
This funding will facilitate: 

· Substitute cover to release an experienced science and technology practitioner from amongst the staff between November 09 – March 10

· School based administrative costs

· Travel expenses

· Funding for resources for schools involved

The job will entail:

The teacher from the Lead Stem School working with other schools to: 

· Motivate teachers and  develop their expertise and  enjoyment of science and technology

·  Promote active learning through the development of appropriate activities, materials and resources including ICT based

· Support teachers to develop best practice in learning and teaching in science and technology

· Develop effective working relationships and work on own initiative 

· Support a specified number of local schools and their teachers and facilitate local cluster groups

· Liaise with outside agencies, e.g. ELBs, ETI 

If you are interested in applying for this project please see the essential and desirable criteria on the accompanying sheet and make an application demonstrating how you meet these. Please note that criteria may be enhanced at the selection process.
If you have any queries please contact Joan Shine on behalf of the regional STEM group at: joan.shine@selb.org
Applications should be received on or before noon on Friday 23rd October 2009.

Yours sincerely

Joan Shine

Adviser Science
Essential Criteria

Please demonstrate with examples, how you believe you have a teacher who can meet the following criteria:

1. Experience: A minimum of 3 years leading/developing whole school practice in Primary Science and Technology
2. Best Practice: Identifying and promoting classroom-based Best Practice in learning and teaching in S&T.

3. Leadership: Experience of motivating, leading and developing colleagues
4. Demonstrate how the school will support this application

5. Access to transport  

Desirable

Please demonstrate with examples, how you meet the following criteria:

1. Evidence of promoting science and technology within the wider school community.

2. Evidence of involvement in external Science and Technology related events within the past 3 years.

3. Links with agencies and institutions associated with primary science and technology education.
Preference may be given to schools which have not previously been awarded STEM funding.  In the event of a high level of applications, consideration will be given to schools who have not benefited from outreach activity facilitated by science specialist schools.

