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	THE CLOUNAGH CENTRE

38 Brownstown Road ( Portadown ( Co Armagh ( BT62 3PY

Tel: 028 3836 8150               Fax: 028 3835 1172
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December 2009

Re: Promoting STEM in Primary and Post Primary schools. 
Dear Principal

The promotion of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) has been established as an area of work within the current Northern Ireland Assembly’s Programme for Government.  
As an element of this promotion, the Department of Education has made funding available to develop a range of activities and processes related to STEM.  The particular focus for this project is based on Continuing Professional Development for teachers of Science and Technology in primary schools and post primary schools.  

The recent STEM review has highlighted  a need for greater curricular co-ordination for STEM between KS2 and KS3.  In order to improve the experiences for children it is important that teachers develop the confidence and enthusiasm to deliver STEM in ways which motivate and engage pupils.  
To go some way to address this issue, we are therefore inviting 10 primary schools along with an associated post primary school to apply for a course entitled ‘Drawing to Learn – Developing design skills through effective graphic communication’.  
The aims of this course are:

· To enable participants to sketch and draw in 3D confidently and competently;

· To encourage participants to integrate 3D drawing and sketching techniques into learning activities.
The course will involve 2 days, which will be supported online as well as the face to face sessions.  The outcomes will be shared online and made available to all schools.  

In order to be successful the applicant from the primary school will be encouraged to source and team up with a technology teacher from an associated post primary school. 

In order to assist you in this process the Technology Team at Clounagh will be available for advice and support on this matter.
Preference for selection will be given to those schools who fulfill the desirable criteria below:
· Any primary school who is not named satellite school for a post primary specialist school.
· A primary school who have previously or are currently involved in a STEM project or initiative
· Any primary school who have previously participated in the Technology Primary Challenge.

The dates for this course are 2nd Feb 2010 and the 1st  March 2010.  You will be required to attend both days along with your nominated post primary Technology teacher. 
Sub cover and lunches will be provided. 

The closing date for applications is Tue 12th January 2010. 
Yours sincerely,
Averil Morrow

Adviser for ICT and Technology 
Martin Daly.

AAO Technology and Design
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Reply slip – Drawing to Learn. 
School Name: _________________________________

Teacher Name: ________________________________

Class Taught: _________________________________

Signature of principal: __________________________

If your school has recently been involved in the development of sketching and designing within the curriculum, then please comment in the space below.
Please fax the completed reply slip to Patricia Curran at the Clounagh Centre.

Fax: 02838351172
Patricia.curran@selb.org

