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Circular No: 2008/171
To: 
The Principal of All Post Primary Schools 

29 September 2008

Dear Principal

ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS IN EXAMINATIONS 2008 – 2009
PLEASE NOTE THE VERY SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO THE PROCEDURES DESCRIBED IN THIS LETTER
I would advise that this letter does not cover all aspects of the regulations and guidance related to candidates with learning difficulties.  For full guidance it is necessary to read the full regulations and guidance document which can be obtained from CCEA or downloaded from www.jcq.org.uk 
As you will be aware, CCEA together with other examining bodies in England and Wales make provision for access arrangements (previously called special arrangements) for some pupils who are deemed to have a learning difficulty which would disadvantage them in GCSE and other examinations.  These arrangements are described in detail in the publication available from the JCQ website:

Access Arrangements, Reasonable Adjustments and Special Consideration (General and Vocational Qualifications) with effect from 01 September 2008 to 31 August 2009   (JCQ 2008)
Changes in the procedure introduced last year allowed teachers who registered with AQA to write reports supporting the application without the need for a report from an Educational Psychologist (EP).  We had hoped in conjunction with colleagues from CCEA to arrange training events for teachers who wished to register as specialist teachers for the forthcoming year.  Unfortunately, for various reasons, it was not possible to arrange these training events.  Principal Educational Psychologists have been in discussion with officers from CCEA and hope to be in a position to arrange training for teachers who wish to register as specialist teachers.  In the course of these discussions, significant changes to the arrangements for applying for access arrangements were identified.  These are summarised below and described in detail in the publication referred to above (page v & pages 4 – 23).
1. From September 2008, all applications for access arrangements for GCSEs and GCEs must be made using the Access arrangements online system which can be accessed via any one of the awarding bodies’ secure website. 
2. The majority of applications will receive an instant decision from the system without the need for submission of reports etc.  It is anticipated that the majority of requests for additional time and readers will fit into this category.
3. More complex cases known as “awarding body referrals” will be forwarded to a panel for a decision.  Schools can follow the progress of these cases on the system while waiting for a decision.


4. The panel may request that the application is supported by a report from a specialist teacher or an EP.
5. If a teacher from the school has registered as a specialist teacher, he/she can write the report based on tests administered by him/her and no report from an EP will be required.  (Although the deadline for registration was 15 July 2008, I understand that AQA are prepared to consider late applications).
6. If no teacher from the school has registered as a specialist teacher, and a report from an EP is required by the panel, EPs will, for a further year, be prepared to assess the evidence on the same basis as last year.  If the evidence indicates that the pupil meets the criteria for the proposed provision, the EP will submit a report to the school to support their application.  Applications for the involvement of EPs should be made using Form EPS/R/SEA.  This form should be sent to the local Senior Educational Psychologist with the request for an EP report together with the test record forms showing test results administered by the school on which the application is based.  The form for EP reports (Form 8) can be downloaded from the JCQ website.  (Go to ‘Exams Office’ then ‘Forms’ and then to JCQ/AA/LD Form 8).  Schools should complete Section A and forward the form to the EP for completion of Section C. The form will be returned to the school who should then complete Section B.
7. Reports in support of any application whether written by a specialist teacher or by an EP should be held in the school file and be available for inspection. (para. 3.1.3).
Details of the on-line application procedure are set out on the National Assessment Agency website www.naa.org.uk/aao.  This site includes an online training programme to familiarise teachers with the new procedure.

Chapter 3 of the 2008/09 JCQ document sets out the guidelines on the assessment required for Access Arrangements for candidates with a learning difficulty, the criteria against which applications will be considered and the application procedure.  Please note that applications for the provision of a reader will only be approved if the candidate’s standard scores on tests of reading/literacy fall within the below average range i.e. standard scores below 85. (Para 3.3.7.3.)

I would ask that all requests for psychological reports be forwarded to your local Senior Educational Psychologist, whose contact details are below, on the application form provided (EPS/R/SEA) on or before:

Friday 14 November 2008
N.B.  It will not be possible for the Educational Psychology Service to consider requests received after this date.
	Mrs L Shields

Snr Educational Psychologist

Psychology Office

Newry High School

23 Ashgrove Road

NEWRY

BT34  1EB
	Dr J Finlay

Snr Educational Psychologist

Psychology Office

Bann House

Bridge Street

PORTADOWN

BT63  5AE
	Mr E Cunningham

Snr Educational Psychologist

Psychology Office

Dungannon PS
Circular Road

DUNGANNON

BT71  6BE


Yours sincerely
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T S Rooney
Principal Educational Psychologist




S Rooney

PRINCIPAL EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST 
Enc:
Copy of application form for psychological support (Form EPS/R/SEA)
SR/MD
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