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Circular No: 2008/170

To:
Principals of Primary Schools

29 September 2008 
Dear Principal
RE
EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY SERVICE : LITERACY SCREENING
A letter was sent to each Primary School Principal on 25th January 2006 to describe the new literacy screening procedure provided by the Educational Psychology Service to expedite the assessment process for children with specific literacy difficulties who may meet criteria for consideration for additional literacy support from Board services.

Psychology Assistants (PAs) were employed to administer tests of ability and attainment under the supervision of the Senior Educational Psychologist in each district office.  Feed-back from schools indicates that this service has been well received as it allows children to be assessed without detracting from the school’s allocation of educational psychology time.
We would like to take this opportunity to update you on some refinements that are being made to the Service in the light of changing circumstances.
(a) Revised criteria
The five Education and Library Boards have agreed to adopt common regional criteria for consideration of eligibility for additional literacy support from Board services at Stage 3 of the Code of Practice.  The full list of psychometric criteria for access to such provision for children with specific literacy difficulties is appended for ease of reference.  However I would draw your attention to the fact that literacy standardised scores must now be less than 85.
Referrals to the Educational Psychology Service for screening assessments will only be accepted when they evidence that the pupil’s reading or reading comprehension indicate a standardised score of less than 85.
What has not changed is the expectation that the school has taken relevant and purposeful measures, utilising the resources and expertise of the school staff, to meet the child’s literacy difficulties.  This should be demonstrated on the referral form and by the Stage 2 education plans and reviews (attached to the referral form) which indicate that the pupil has reached Stage 3 of the Code of Practice.
(b) Revised Curriculum
The Foundation Stage of the Revised Curriculum may lead to pupils’ literacy skills being developed in different ways and at a different pace.  It would be inappropriate for children to be labelled as having literacy difficulties when the school is developing these skills at a pace to suit the child.  The Board would therefore not expect a child in Primary 1 or Primary 2 to be referred for literacy screening.  However, the school may still use their Time Allocation to consult with their Educational Psychologist (EP) regarding the need for assessment of these younger children.
(c) Referral procedure for literacy screening
The completed literacy screening referral form should continue to be forwarded to the Senior Educational Psychologist at the local district office. The first block of direct teaching for those pupils who are eligible, begins in September each year.  Their names and assessment results must be with the Literacy Support Service (LSS) by 10 June 2009.  Children who are referred to the Educational Psychology Service for screening after 31 March 2009 may not be assessed in time to be included in the September block of teaching. Before considering the appropriateness of making a referral for screening, schools are requested to discuss the case with their named EP.  In all cases of referral for screening for literacy support, specific literacy difficulties must the pupil’s primary SEN.  Your attention is drawn to the fact that in the case of those pupils who are referred to the LSS, the school’s original screening referral form will be passed to that Service due to the valuable information which can be used beneficially by the LSS when support begins.    
(d) Pupils who do not meet the criteria for Board literacy support
Analysis of a sample of recent referrals indicates that the most common reason for pupils’ not meeting criteria for Board literacy support is that the discrepancy between their predicted scores and their actual scores is not sufficiently large.  While this means that the pupil does not qualify for direct intervention from the Literacy Support Service, it does not mean that the particular pupil does not have a specific literacy difficulty that should continue to be addressed by the school, with advice and support from Board services as appropriate.
(e) Follow-up arrangements
Pupils are referred for screening in such numbers that they cannot routinely be reviewed by the Educational Psychology Service nor can diagnostic labels be provided on the basis of a screening assessment.  Therefore school principals, on the basis of feed-back from the screening assessments and consultation with their named EP, have the opportunity to use some of their Time Allocation for further assessment if they consider this appropriate. 
(f) EAL pupils
Children who have recently moved to Northern Ireland and are currently learning English can be expected to have difficulties in reading which are related to their lack of experience in the English language rather than to a specific literacy difficulty.  Schools are expected to meet the needs of these children through their designated EAL funding and not through referral to the EPS for literacy screening.  Such referrals will be returned to schools.
(g) Pupils who have a Statement of Special Needs 
Pupils who already have a Statement, or who are undergoing formal assessment procedures, must not be referred to the EPS for screening assessment by a PA.
We would be grateful if you could bring this letter to the attention of your SENCo.  We look forward to continued positive working partnerships with you. 

	Yours sincerely
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C A Maguire (Mrs)

Assistant Senior Education Officer

Across SELB/WELB
	Yours sincerely
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T S Rooney
Principal Educational Psychologist




Stuart Rooney
Principal Educational Psychologist
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In relation to ability, attainment and the degree of specific learning difficulfy,
the Board will expect all of the following specific criteria to be met at Stage 3.

IQ Standardised test results which indicate that

cognitive functioning lies at or above the 25th
centile, i.e. an IQ of 90 or above

Discrepancy A discrepancy is demonstrated between
expected and actual attainments in
standardised tests of word reading or reading
comprehension or spelling* large enough to be

expected to occur in only 2% or fewer of pupils
of that age and intelligence. _

Standardised Scores Standardised test scores for word reading,

reading comprehension or spelling* are less
than 85,

Reading or Spelling Age
Standardised test scores indicate that word

reading age or reading comprehension age or
“spelling age is below 9 years.

*The major qualifying criteria for direct teaching support are word
reading and reading comprehension. In circumstances where spelling
attainment is the only qualifying criterion, Boards will normally offer
advisory support to the school in order to help staff to formulate an
appropriate spelling programme.

The expectation is that additional provision, made available by the
Board at Stage 3, will be incorporated into further individual
education planning, monitoring and review provided by the school.
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