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03 July 2008 








Circular No: 2008/112
Dear Principal
JOB EVALUATION – CLASSROOM ASSISTANTS

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE


My letter of 1 May 2008 refers.
I can confirm that the Boards met with the non-teaching unions (hereinafter referred to as the Trade Union Side) on 3 June 2008 on the above issue.
The Trade Union Side had indicated that it would provide Management Side with its concerns in writing in advance of the meeting.  Unfortunately, despite further requests from the Boards this did not happen.

At the meeting on 3 June 2008 the Trade Union Side indicated that it considered that the Guidance was not requested by Principals and stated that it should therefore be withdrawn.

As the additional Guidance was requested by Principals at training sessions held on the implementation of job evaluation for classroom assistants the Boards indicated that it was not possible to withdraw it completely but again undertook to consider any specific concerns with a view to amending the Guidance document as appropriate.  However, Trade Union Side stated that it was unwilling to detail its specific concerns leaving the Boards unable to address them.
The Boards have therefore considered the current position and to prevent any delay in classroom assistants receiving monies owed to them have concluded that the Boards are both entitled and duty bound to provide further Guidance to Principals when requested to do so.

The Boards believe the Guidance will prove useful to you and will help to ensure consistency of approach between schools and across Boards when read alongside the information already supplied in the Job Evaluation Packs that were issued in January 2008 and the subsequent information provided at the training sessions delivered by the Boards from February 2008 to date.  Management side informed the Teacher Unions on Monday 9 June 2008 that the additional guidance would be circulated to Principals.

The Boards would encourage you to make use of the complementary Guidance, copy enclosed, however, it is entirely a matter for you to decide whether or not you wish to make use of it.  Should you require any further advice you can contact the following Board Officer who will be able to assist you:-


Ms Gillian Douglas, Adviser, Special Education, Tel No: (028) 3751 2218.

Yours sincerely 

Dr Clare Mangan
Head of Children and Young Peoples’ Services across SELB and WELB       Enc
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