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Circular No.:  2008/232

To:
All Schools

18 November 2008

Dear Principal

Re: Promoting STEM in Schools

The promotion of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) has been established as an area of work within the current Programme for Government in Northern Ireland.

As an element of this process the Department of Education has made funding available to undertake a range of activities and processes related to STEM.

You are invited to apply as an individual school, or as part of a cluster of schools working together, to take part in the Promoting STEM in Schools Project which will run from 1 January 2009 to 31 March 2009. The purpose of the project will be to promote STEM with pupils and teachers in schools.

The focus of the project will therefore be to engage in activities and events at a local level to raise the profile of STEM subjects and to enthuse pupils and teachers about this area.

In order to facilitate this work the school/s are invited to apply for funding of £12,000 of which £9,000 is available to pay for additional temporary staff for the local project and £3,000 as a revenue budget to support the costs related to the activities and events. The funding for staff will normally enable the school/s to employ a teacher on a temporary basis for three months.

The school/s is/are asked to consider whether it/they would wish to become involved in the process and if so should forward an application in the form of the action plan template included in this communication. The action plan should clearly indicate the activities which are proposed and the breakdown of how the funding will be used in full by 31 March 2009. No additional materials should be submitted.

Applications should be sent to the address given below no later than 5 December 2008. In the event of a greater number of applications than places available, selection of school/s will be according to the published criteria. It is intended that successful schools/clusters will be informed by 12 December 2008 to enable arrangements to be in place for commencement at the beginning of January 2009.

Also enclosed are some suggestions of the types of activities/events which could form part of an action plan.

Please email your completed application to averil.morrow@selb.org no later than 5 December 2008. Should you require further information or clarification please contact Joan Shine at The Clounagh Centre (details above) or email joan.shine@selb.org.

Yours sincerely

R Gilbert
Assistant Senior Education Officer
NEELBChairman, Regional STEM Group
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The Southern Education and Library Board


The Clounagh Centre


38 Brownstown Road


Portadown


BT62 3PY


Tel:  +44 (028) 3836 8150		Fax: (028) 3835 1172	















