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NEWRY TEACHERS' CENTRE 

Downshire Road
Newry
BT34 lEE.  

Tel: 02830262357 
Fax: 02830264211 

Web Site: www.selb.org
______________________________________________________________________________
23 October 2008 

To:
 Heads of Science Departments in Post Primary and Special Schools.

POST PRIMARY SCIENCE EVENTS AND HEALTH AND SAFETY TRAINING FOR HEADS OF SCIENCE, SCIENCE TEACHERS AND TECHNICIANS
Dear Colleagues

I would like to give you advance information on some courses and events coming up in the next number of months.

The last three years have focused on the Revised Northern Ireland Curriculum (now the Northern Ireland Curriculum). This year is no different and there will be again an emphasis on the implementation of the Northern Ireland Curriculum. The contribution that science makes to the curriculum has not diminished and the impending STEM review report (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) will make strong recommendations about the importance of such subjects to the economy and society. It is expected to highlight the pivotal role played by science teachers at key stages 3 and 4 and post 16 in engaging pupils in practical science and imbuing them with an enthusiasm for the subject. It is likely therefore that the teaching and learning in science at all key stages will be given a higher profile in the future and I look forward to the opportunities that such raised profile brings to enhance the role of science in the curriculum, in the community and in the world of work.

There have been numerous requests from Heads of Science for specific support and foremost among these have been Health and Safety particularly in relation to the roles and responsibilities of the Head of Department.  I have organised two one day courses for Heads of Science in this area.

Course Title:

Managing Health and Safety in the Science Department 

Dates:

Wednesday 14 January 2009 at St Patrick’s College, Dungannon

            


Thursday 15 January 2009 at Lodge Hotel, Coleraine

Target group:

Heads of Science

Note - these courses are given by CLEAPSS personnel and are open to Heads of Departments from some other boards. Please reply as soon as possible indicating which date and venue you prefer by completing the pro forma attached.
Substitute cover for this course must be paid for out of schools’ delegated substitute cover for INSET budgets, Code S on form TR140
Two courses for science technicians have also been organised. The first is a one day course for basic training.

Course Title:
Chemical Safety for Technicians (1 Day)
Dates:


Tuesday 12 May 2009 NEELB




Wednesday 13 May 2009 SEELB




Thursday 14 May 2009 WELB

Target group:

New and early career technicians. 
Maximum group size on each day 16.

Course Title:

Practical Skills and Techniques in Chemistry (1 Day) 

Dates:


Tuesday 29 September 2009 NEELB

    


Wednesday 30 September 2009 SELB

    


Thursday 1 October 2009 WELB 

Target group: 
Chemistry/general technicians.  
Depending on experience for some new technicians attendance at the Chemical safety course would be advantageous. Maximum group size each day is 16. Further details will be circulated to the successful applicants prior to the events.

I will be discussing with CLEAPSS the possibility of organising Health and Safety courses in physics and biology in the next round of training. This will be part of a 3 year rolling programme in Health and Safety in Science training.

Please note that I send communications by email to Heads of Departments. If you haven’t been receiving these then it is because I don’t have a current valid email address for you.  Please send me an email using the email address you most frequently use and I will amend the Head of Science list accordingly.

In conclusion, I want to alert you to some events in the next year that will interest science teachers and to tell your colleagues to look out for opportunities to engage in exciting and challenging science events.

2009 International Year of Astronomy 

Association for Science Education Conference University of Reading – 8-10 January 2009

Beginning Teachers Young Scientist RDS Dublin – 6-10 January 2009

National Science Week – March 2009

Seagate Young Innovators – June 2009

If you have any queries please contact me at Newry Teachers Centre.

I wish you and your department every success this year and look forward to seeing you, during the forthcoming year.

Yours sincerely,
Veronica Milligan
Mrs Veronica Milligan
Assistant Advisory Officer for Science
veronica.milligan@selb.org
SELB Science Support Team

REPLY SLIP
	Name of School
	


Please indicate which course you wish to attend:

	Course Title:  Managing Health and Safety in the Science Department

	Date:
	Name/s of teacher/s attending

	Wednesday 14 January 2009 at 

St Patrick’s College, Dungannon
	

	Thursday 15 January 2009 at 

Lodge Hotel, Coleraine         
	


	Course Title:  Chemical Safety for Technicians (1 Day)

	Date:
	Name/s of technician/s attending

	Tuesday 12 May 2009 NEELB
	

	Wednesday 13 May 2009 SEELB
	

	Thursday 14 May 2009 WELB
	


	Course Title:  Practical Skills and Techniques in Chemistry (1 Day)


	Date:
	Name/s of technician/s attending

	Tuesday 29 September 2009 WELB
	

	Wednesday 30 September 2009 SELB
	

	Thursday 1 October 2009 NEELB
	


Principal’s Signature
………………………………………………………………………………

Please send your replies to Mrs Pat Delaney at the address above before 14th November 2008 or by email to pat.delaney@selb.org.
