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Circular No. 2008/97
28 May 2008
To: All Post Primary & Special Schools
NI CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY 2008/09

Dear Principal
I am writing to update you on the 2008/09 support programme for the implementation of the NI Curriculum (Revised).
As outlined at Area Learning Community meetings, the next stage in the programme will be 3 days out-centre training for your Curriculum Leader Team offered in October 2008, January and April 2009.  This should integrate with the school’s ongoing staff development programme in light of the attached support timetable for 2008/09.
CCEA will be responsible for the Assessment & Reporting training on the cross curricular skills.
You will be notified in due course in relation to your Revised Curriculum substitute cover allocation for 2008/2009.

School Development Days (SDDs)

I would like to refer you to Circular No: 2008/02 which you received from the Department of Education.  The purpose of this Circular is to advise schools that in the 2008/09 school year, they may again take up to five School Development Days (SDDs), in addition to five Baker Days, for the purposes of school improvement and school/staff development.

DE Circular 2008/02 (issued February 2008) states the following:

Baker Days and School Development Days are days on which pupils are not engaged in learning and can be disruptive to parents and guardians who may be required to make alternative arrangements for their children.  It is essential that schools satisfy themselves that the closure for the day is justified.  Schools should reflect carefully on how they currently use Baker Days for whole school development and training before deciding on the number of SDDs.  Such whole school development and training should link with the school’s priorities identified in its school development plan. In order that maximum benefit is derived from each day, schools should involve all staff, teaching and non-teaching, in the planned activities or in other appropriate developmental activities. CCEA has suggested that schools should consider setting aside the equivalent of 2 days to avail of training and professional development to help schools meet the statutory requirements to assess and report on the cross curricular skills. This will enable schools to agree one specified closure date with CCEA to facilitate school-based INSET on statutory assessment.
In accordance with the requirements of the DE circular, I would be grateful if you could complete the attached reply slip, indicating your SDDs and Baker Days and return before Friday 13 June 2008.  I have attached an exemplar SDD proforma for your guidance.
Your link officer will be in contact prior to September with further information.  We look forward to working with you and your teachers again in 2008/09.
Yours sincerely

Esther Ross (Mrs)
SENIOR ADVISER (POST PRIMARY)
SECRETARY’S LINE: 028 37 512505
FAX: 028 37 512236

EMAIL: esther.ross@selb.org
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The Curriculum and Assessment Implementation Strategy

· PROPOSED SUPPORT TIMETABLE 2008/09 –

	DATE
	
	SUB-COVER

	Late August 2008
	Suggested In-School Development Day/Baker Day

Follow up to CCEA Implementing Assessment Change at KS3 Stage 1
	Baker Day

	Early September 2008
	Link Officer visit
	

	September 2008 
	Leadership Support (within Area Learning Community meeting)

	

	Late September/ Early October 2008
	Link Officer visit
	

	October 2008
	BOARD MANAGED

Development Team Day 4a – 

Monitoring the implementation of the NI Curriculum 
	Sub cover for Development Team 

	Late October 2008
	Link Officer visit
	

	(Halloween)
	Suggested In-School Development Day/Baker Day

Follow up to Development Team Day 4a
	SDD 1  



	October 2008 – 

January 2009
	CCEA SUPPORT PROGRAMME

Implementing Assessment Change at KS3 (Cross Curricular Skills)

Stage 2
	

	
	Suggested In-School Development Day/Baker Day

Follow up to CCEA Implementing Assessment Change at KS3 Stage 2
	SDD 2  

	Late January/Early February 2009
	BOARD MANAGED

Development Team Day 4b – 

Connected Learning in the NI Curriculum 
	Sub cover for Development Team 

	Mid-Term Break – February 2009
	Suggested In-School Development Day/Baker Day

Follow up to Development Team Day 4b

Three of the five learning communities have opted for a shared date as SDD3 and are considering an area programme
	SDD 3


	March 2009
	Link Officer visit
	

	Late April 2009 
	BOARD MANAGED

Development Team Day 4c – 

Evaluation of the implementation of the NI Curriculum
	Sub cover for Development Team

	May Day Holiday
	Suggested In-School Development Day/Baker Day

Follow up to Development Team Day 4c
	SDD 4 

	May/June 2009
	Link Officer visit
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School Development Days and Baker Days

2008/2009
The Department of Education has indicated that in addition to the existing five Baker Days, schools may wish to close for five School Development Days (SDDs) for the purposes of school improvement and school/staff development in the 2008/2009 school year.  For more details please refer to DENI Circular No. 2008/02.
Although the Board will support schools in planning for their SDDs and Baker Days, the level of CASS support will be greatly determined by demand on certain dates.  Further consultation will be necessary with appropriate officers regarding the availability of support.

To assist planning please indicate below whether or not you will be using the School Development Days; the focus for these and the Baker Days and whether CASS support is required.

If you wish to make an amendment to this form after you have submitted it to the Board you can contact the CASS Advisory Service – Tel: 028 37 512505 to record this amendment.

	
	DATE
	FOCUS
	CASS Support



	SDDs 


	Day
	Date
	
	

	Day 1


	
	
	
	

	Day 2


	
	
	
	

	Day 3


	
	
	
	

	Day 4


	
	
	
	

	Day 5


	
	
	
	

	Baker Days
	Day
	Date
	FOCUS
	CASS Support



	Day 1


	
	
	
	

	Day 2


	
	
	
	

	Day 3


	
	
	
	

	Day 4


	
	
	
	

	Day 5


	
	
	
	


Name of School: 











Signed: 





(Principal)
Date: 




Please return before Friday 13 June 2008 to Mrs Jean Wright, SELB, 3 Charlemont Place, The Mall, Armagh BT61 9AX, email jean.wright@selb.org or fax 028 37 512236
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School Development Days and Baker Days

2008/2009
EXEMPLAR FORM

The Department of Education has indicated that in addition to the existing five Baker Days, schools may wish to close for five School Development Days (SDDs) for the purposes of school improvement and school/staff development in the 2008/2009 school year.  For more details please refer to DENI Circular No. 2008/02.
Although the Board will support schools in planning for their SDDs and Baker Days, the level of CASS support will be greatly determined by demand on certain dates.  Further consultation will be necessary with appropriate officers regarding the availability of support.

To assist planning please indicate below whether or not you will be using the School Development Days; the focus for these and the Baker Days and whether CASS support is required.

If you wish to make an amendment to this form after you have submitted it to the Board you can contact the CASS Advisory Service – Tel: 028 37 512505 to record this amendment.

	
	DATE
	FOCUS
	CASS Support



	SDDs 


	DAY/DATE
	
	

	Day 1


	OCTOBER 2008
	SHARING DEVELOPMENT TEAM DAY 4a WITH STAFF
	Link Officer – facilitated Planning & Preparation

	Day 2


	AUTUMN 2008
	CCEA – STATUTORY ASSESSMENT
	

	Day 3


	FEBRUARY 2009
	SHARING DEVELOPMENT TEAM DAY 4b WITH STAFF
	Link Officer – facilitated Planning & Preparation

	Day 4


	MAY 2009
	SHARING DEVELOPMENT TEAM DAY 4c WITH STAFF
	Link Officer – facilitated Planning & Preparation

	Day 5


	
	
	

	Baker Days
	DAY/DATE
	FOCUS
	CASS Support



	Day 1


	LATE AUGUST 2008
	FOLLOW UP TO CCEA IMPLEMENTATION ASSESSMENT CHANGE @ KS3
	

	Day 2


	
	
	

	Day 3


	
	
	

	Day 4


	
	
	

	Day 5


	
	
	


Name of School: 

EXEMPLAR FORM







Signed: 





(Principal)
Date: 




Please return before Friday 13 June 2008 to Mrs Jean Wright, SELB, 3 Charlemont Place, The Mall, 
Armagh BT61 9AX, email jean.wright@selb.org or fax 028 37 512236
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