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Revised Curriculum Professional Development Programme for teachers

Yr 6 Day 1 - Assessment for Learning
Key messages
1. Assessment for Learning is about deepening and extending learning rather than simply measuring it.

2. It is based on research by Dylan Wiliam & Paul Black (summarised in ‘Inside the Black Box’, 1998*). The most persuasive finding was that it could actually raise standards (on average, by 2 grades at GCSE).  The 4 strategies identified within their study have been developed and refined by teachers carrying out action research.  
3. Underpinned by the belief that every child can improve, the 4 strategies within Assessment for Learning pedagogy are:

· sharing the learning

· feedback 

· questioning

· reflecting

4. Building a learning culture is crucial, with learning goals rather than performance goals dominating; effort rather than ability emphasised.  

5. It is based on theory of constructivism: Children being active and taking responsibility for their own learning and its assessment.
6. Classroom organisation, routines, an emphasis on developing skills and accessibility of information/displays are important considerations in facilitating children’s self-directed learning. 
7. It takes time to develop Assessment for Learning practice; it is not a ‘quick fix’.  
* ‘Inside the Black Box’ and other Assessment documents can be downloaded           from the resource repository on GTCNI website.

