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To All Beginning Teachers in Post Primary Schools
1 September 2008
Professional Development of Beginning Teachers : Induction
Dear Beginning Teacher

Welcome to teaching in the Southern Education and Library Board.  I trust that you are settling in and are finding the work in your new appointment meaningful, challenging, stimulating and enjoyable.

I am the SELB Adviser responsible for the Professional Development of Beginning Teachers which includes Induction in Post Primary Schools, assisted by Tom Mullan, Acting Adviser for Governor Training and PRSD.  Our main role is to design and co-ordinate the Board’s Induction Programme as well as to offer advice and give support to Beginning Teachers, Returning Teachers and Transferring Teachers. We will endeavour to make a personal visit(s) to your school sometime during the year.  Do not hesitate to contact us at any time regarding any aspect of your new career.  Please leave a message and a contact telephone number should we not be available to take your call.  Alternatively you may wish to use our 
e-mail addresses [john.ferguson@selb.org  or tom.mullan@selb.org].
The Board Induction Programme takes into account the evaluations and recommendations made by Principals, Teacher Tutors, Heads of Department and Beginning Teachers from previous programmes.  The content of the in-school Programme is driven by the school and/or department needs as identified by the Beginning Teachers in their Career Entry Profile [CEP]. 

The structure of the SELB Programme supports Beginning Teachers in a number of ways, through:

· 1 Core Day Induction Programme attendance at which is strongly recommended
· 4 Optional Days each with a specific focus
· in-school visits [including a personal visit(s)]

· Inter Board Subject Specific Days [up to 4 days].

All Beginning Teachers will be invited to attend this Induction Programme.

The Department of Education [DE] allocates every Post Primary School an entitlement of 7 days substitute cover for each Beginning Teacher to attend In-service Training designed to meet their specific needs during their Induction year. 

Please note that your attendance at any of these days is at the discretion of your Principal and after consultation with your Teacher Tutor/ Head of Department.
Looking forward to meeting with you.

Yours sincerely

	John Ferguson

Adviser for RE and Professional Development of Beginning Teachers

CASS @ Silverwood Centre 

Lough Road 

Lurgan 

BT66 6LX

Tel. 028 3831 0920 / 028 3831 0932 [DL] 

Fax. 028 3834 6604 

Mobile : 07776188739

e-mail : john.ferguson@selb.org
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