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Our ref:  0011339
Circular No: 2007/130
17 September 2007
To
Principals of all Primary Schools

OPEN ENROLMENT IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS: ADMISSIONS IN 2008/2009 SCHOOL YEAR

Dear Principal

In Circular 2007/111 issued on 29 August 2007 I had indicated that following a query the Board was awaiting legal advice regarding the admission of reception pupils and that when received I would inform schools of any implications of this advice for admission policies.  This advice is now detailed below.
(a)
Admission Policy – Reception pupils 
The admission policies of many schools have contained reference to the date by which reception children are to be admitted e.g. ‘those who reach their fourth birthday between 2 July and 31 October 2007 (both dates inclusive): to be admitted by 31 October 2007 into reception’.

Legal advice on Article 13 (3) of the Education (NI) Order 1997 which deals with the admission of a child in the relevant age group is that this article imposes a duty on the Board of Governors to admit a child where there are vacant places in the school at the time that the application is considered with the result that schools are required to admit children up to the admissions number.  
This means that a school that has not reached its admission number cannot refuse a child admission purely because of his/her date of birth.  The implication of this advice is that all references to cut off dates in relation to the admission of reception pupils should be removed from admission policies.  

However a statement(s) regarding when pupils would actually start should be inserted as a note for information to parents e.g. ‘Pupils who reach their fourth birthday between 2 July and 31 October 2007 (both dates inclusive): will be admitted by 31 October 2007 into reception’ or ‘Pupils who reach their fourth birthday between 1 November 2007 and 31 December 2007 (both dates inclusive): will be admitted to reception on the first day of the spring term’.
Please remember children must not be admitted to a reception class until their fourth birthday.  
(b)
Limit on Class Sizes 

In the past some schools have stated in the admission policy that they wish to limit Reception or P1 classes to 25 pupils.  


The legal advice received also means that a limit of 25 pupils may not be applied if it results in admitting fewer children than the school’s admissions number.

As highlighted in Circular 2007/111 the statutory limit from 1 September 2000 for Reception and all Key Stage 1 classes is 30 pupils.  Department Circular No. 2003/2 Class Sizes in Key Stage 1 gives further information.  Please contact me if you require advice and/or approval for any situations where it is deemed impossible to meet the statutory requirement without adversely affecting the education of other children within the school.  Schools which have been awarded money under the class size initiative for 2007/08 have already been notified.
(c)
Zero-rating of reception age pupils 

The position regarding zero rating is unchanged.  The paragraph from the previous circular is listed below for reference.

Where schools have decided that only children of compulsory school age are to be admitted the admissions policy will clearly reflect this.  Where schools will continue to admit children to reception class unless zero rating applies the following caveat may be included after the statements as to which children are to be admitted:

“The school will continue to admit children not of compulsory school age as above, unless the Department determines that such children will be zero-rated for funding purposes”.

I would refer you to Department Circular No. 2007/12 Paragraphs 64 – 68 for further 
information on the Admission of Children below Compulsory School Age.

Review of Admission Policies

The Board recognises the difficulties that may be faced by schools in managing class sizes as a result of changing policies to comply with the legal advice particularly at a time when legislation is to be introduced to remove reception classes but is obliged to bring these matters to your attention.  The Board of Governors is entitled to decide that reception pupils will no longer be admitted to the school but I would remind you that this decision cannot be reversed once put in place (See Department Circular No. 2007/12 Paragraph 66).  

Return of Admission Policies
The Department in its timetable has stated that the final date by which revised admissions policies for the 2008/2009 school year should be returned to boards is Friday 28 September 2007 at the latest but I would be grateful if you could return the information as soon as possible.

It is only the Board of Governors which can determine the Admissions Policy.   If you wish to return the policy to the Pupil and Parent Unit prior to approval by the Board of Governors please mark the policy clearly – “Still to be adopted by the Board of Governors”.

If you have any queries please contact Mrs Elizabeth Reaney, Deputy Head of Admissions and Transfer, Pupil and Parent Unit (028 3751 2406) who will draw to my attention any matters necessary.

Yours faithfully

Mairead Maguire (Mrs)

Head of the Pupil and Parent Unit

Direct Line (028 37 512411)
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