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SELB Circular 2007/184
8 November 2007
Principals of all Post-Primary Schools
Dear Colleague
ENTITLEMENT FRAMEWORK ELECTRONIC CURRICULUM AUDIT

The purpose of this circular is to inform you that the 2007/08 Entitlement Framework Electronic Curriculum Audit is now open to Post primary schools for the input of curriculum information.  I am writing to invite you to access and complete the Entitlement Framework Audit for your school/College.   
The Audit will close for the input of information on Friday December 21, 2007.  However, schools may continue to access the Audit to analyse Area Learning Community and Learning Partnership information until about mid-May 2008.  At that point the WELB Audit development team will close access and begin their regional analysis.  
During the last academic year 96% of Northern Ireland schools completed the Audit.   I would like to thank Southern Board Principals and Senior Management Teams for completing the exercise and apologise to, thankfully, a small number of schools that experienced technical difficulties.  Again developing and establishing the Audit is an evolving process.  It is now in its third generation so hopefully few problems will arise this year. 
The audit tool has been developed on behalf of the Entitlement Framework Regional Education Partners and is funded by the Department of Education. The purpose of the audit is to enable schools individually and as Area Learning Communities and Partnerships to identify current curriculum provision in relation to the Entitlement Framework and to enable Boards to audit provision across their area.  The information retrieved from the 2006/07 audit should be available in mid-November to schools by accessing the audit site using the unique Username and Password for a particular school.  This analysis can be used individually and collectively by schools and will hopefully illustrate good practice, creative approaches in extending the curriculum and highlight potential areas for collaboration.  
Schools completing the 2007/08 Audit will be able to access information, initially, from their own Area Learning Community.  This will be useful when considering development of VEP.  Access to other ALCs and Learning Partnerships will develop in response to need.  This year the site holds information on KS4 and post-16 qualifications updated by the Department as necessary. 
The Department of Education will assess the aggregated data from the Regional Audit to inform the future development of the support programme for the introduction of the Entitlement Framework.  This information will help in determining the “state of readiness” of schools to implement the requirements of the Framework by September 2009.  The aggregated data will inform the Department’s recommendations to the Minister on how best to proceed with the implementation of the Entitlement Framework.   It is also likely that the next round of school collaboration funding will be linked to Area Learning Community development and a school’s engagement with the Audit process. 

All post-primary schools are considered members of their Area Learning Community but the Audit does ask specifically for information relating to Key Stage 4 and post 16 provision.  A number of Junior High Schools provide KS4 courses and should attempt to complete the Audit where possible. 

The Audit may be accessed at http://www.efaudit.org.  You will require last year’s Username and Password.  If you have lost either please e-mail me. 
When you enter your school’s record it will show your response from last year.  Please update this information as directed. The information that you enter will be saved and you have the opportunity to log back into the system to add or amend any information previously entered.  You also have a print facility. 

The main purpose of the Audit is to facilitate schools in planning collaboratively to respond to the needs of their pupils and extend their curriculum offer.
Should you wish to discuss any aspect of the above please feel free to contact me.
Yours sincerely

Aidan McCormick
Adviser for the Entitlement Framework
E2S Development Officer
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