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Circular No. 2007/67

2 May 2006

To:
Principals of Post-Primary and Special Schools and SELB EOTAS
Dear Colleague
The Entitlement Framework – Developing Learning Communities
This letter is sent as a follow up to the Post-primary Principal’s Forum Conference held on the 29th March 2007 in the Canal Court Hotel, Newry.
At the Conference we considered the need for the development of Learning Communities and Learning Partnerships within these communities such as the VEP Consortium and schools working collaboratively with other schools.  This is a developing practice throughout Northern Ireland.  The Learning Community model was accepted by the Forum as something that should be further developed.

In considering 14-19 developments the Department of Education has emphasised the importance of collaborative working.  We would hope that institutions in each locality can move to work together to decide how best to deliver the 14-19 offer, with each institution able to play to its strengths.
I would like to invite principals to meet to discuss and hopefully agree the development of a Learning Community in their local area.  My objective is to have formed, if possible, the SELB Learning Communities by June 2007 and that the members agree a remit and a way forward.  I have taken advice from a number of principals who generally feel that we should proceed with this development but to move sympathetically considering the variety of partners and needs in such a community.
The proposed dates and locations are as follows with tea and coffee provided:
1. Newry and Mourne Learning Community, 14th May, Newry Teachers Centre.  1330 - 1530
2. Armagh Area Learning Community, 15th May, Armagh Teachers Centre.  1330 - 1530
3. Dungannon Area Learning Community, 18th May, Dungannon Teachers Centre.  1330 - 1530 
4. Craigavon Learning Community, 22nd May, C2K Centre (previously Craigavon Teachers Centre), Brownlow Integrated College Campus.  1330 - 1530
5. Banbridge Area Learning Community, 4th June 1330 – 1530, The Clounagh Centre, Portadown
I hope you will find value in attending this meeting and I look forward to seeing you.
Aidan McCormick

Adviser for the Entitlement Framework
The Southern Education and Library Board

The Entitlement Framework

– Developing Learning Communities –

FAX BACK SHEET
Attention of Mrs Geraldine Cullen
	School/College/EOTAS


	

	Which Learning Community area would you most identify with?

	

	If you would also like to be a member of an additional Learning Community please identify
	

	Representative’s

 Name and Position

	

	Representative’s

 Name and Position


	


I would be grateful if you would fax back the completed reply sheet as soon as possible to Mrs Geraldine Cullen at SELB Board HQ, Fax Number 028 3751 2236
Aidan McCormick

Adviser for the Entitlement Framework
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