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Circular No:  2007/66












TO:  ALL PRIMARY SCHOOLS












Date: 
1st May 2007 
Dear Principal,
School Development and INSET, 2007 / 2008
I am sure that you are already reviewing your School Development Plan for the current year and making plans for 2007/2008. The purpose of this letter is to provide some information which I hope will assist you in this process. Please note the following:
1. Professional Development Programme for implementation of Revised Curriculum, 2007 / 2008
	Term 1
	· Repeat of Days 1, 2 and 3 of the professional development programme for P1 and P5 teachers, for teachers unable to attend the training in the current school year
· Day 4 of the professional development programme for P1 and P5 teachers

·  Leading Learning meetings for principals 

· CCEA training for P5 teachers on the analysis of InCAS data



	Term 2
	· Days 1 and 2 of the professional development programme for P2 and P6 teachers 
· Menu of cluster group meetings for P1 teachers
· Leading Learning meetings for principals 


	Term 3
	· Day 3 of the professional development programme for P2 and P6 teachers
· Menu of cluster group meetings for P1 teachers
· Leading Learning meetings for principals 




2. Whole school development work and use of School Development Days
DE Circular 2007/5 (issued February 2007) states the following:

Baker Days and School Development Days are days in which pupils are not engaged in learning; it is therefore essential that schools seek to use each such day to the full to equip staff to improve the educational opportunities they provide.  In considering their need for these closures, schools should reflect carefully on how they currently use Baker Days for whole school development and training.  Such whole school development and training should link with the school’s priorities identified in its school development plan.
The DE circular indicates that, for 2007/2008, schools have five “Baker Days” and up to five “School Development” or “Exceptional Closure” days to use in support of whole school development work. 
The circular also indicates that schools should plan to use at least three of these school development days for work related to the Revised Curriculum.
As a result of the whole-school work which you have undertaken this year (including the Stage 4 audit and dissemination work by P1 and P5 teachers) you may already have identified a focus for this whole-school development work, such as:

· Personal Development and Mutual Understanding or
· Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities or
· Assessment for Learning 
The Curriculum Support and Implementation Box recently issued to schools will be of assistance in providing materials to facilitate whole school work on any of these issues.

The DE circular indicates that you may also wish to allocate days to other issues such as:
· P.R.S.D.
· Literacy and Numeracy

· Child protection

· Promoting Positive Behaviour
In accordance with the requirements of the DE circular, I would be grateful if you could complete the attached pro-forma, indicating your plans, and return it no later than Wednesday 16th May.  This will help to inform CASS planning for 2007 / 2008. We hope to be able to share further information about the programme for 2007/2008 at the Leading Learning meetings later this term.
Thank you for your co-operation.
Yours sincerely 
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John Unsworth






Senior Adviser  - Primary



Plans for use of School Development Days 2007/2008 
Name of School : _______________________________________________________________                         
	Baker Days



	
	Proposed Date

	Focus for development

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4


	
	

	5
	
	

	School Development Days



	
	Proposed Date


	Focus for development

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	



Signed: _______________________________________________ Date: ___________
Principal 
To be returned by Wednesday 16th May  2007 to: Mrs Shona Collett, The Clounagh Centre, 38 Brownstown Road, Portadown  BT62 3PY, by Fax 028 3835 1172 or  by e-mail to shona.collett@selb.org
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