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Dear ‘headteacher’,

I am sure the Man Booker Prize for Fiction needs no introduction and therefore I am delighted to inform you that we are currently at an advanced stage of designing a competition and prize for younger writers and, appropriately, it will be called the Man Booker Prize for Young Writers. We anticipate launching this prize for schools and colleges in the UK in 2007/8.

I am writing to you today to personally invite your institution to participate in a pilot programme which we are running in the remaining part of this academic year. Only schools and colleges with sixth form students on the UK islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Isle of Man, Orkney, Shetland, Western Isles, Isle of Wight, Anglesey and the SELB to participate in this pilot. 
You are invited to nominate one talented and gifted sixth form student to represent your institution. This student doesn’t need to be studying English but is likely to be clearly talented in creative writing. Your institution may wish to hold a mini competition to help select or identify this student. For the pilot competition, they will be expected to compose an original short prose of about 3000 words. (3500 maximum).

We will support the nominees by assigning them an e-mentor (a third / fourth year HE student studying creative writing) to act as a critical friend. In addition, those students shortlisted will be invited to a writing workshop day, hosted and supported by a university with writers and professional authors.

Your student’s work, if shortlisted, would be published on our web site and the overall winner will receive a £2000 bursary towards higher education tuition fees with a cash prize of £500. All students who are nominated will automatically receive a certificate acknowledging the recommendation as your Man Booker Prize for Young Writers nominee.

All these details, key dates, the school registration process, student nomination, guidance, rules and script submission process can be found on our web site at www.themanbookerprizeforyoungwriters.co.uk
We look forward to receiving your institution’s registration by 28th April and your student nomination by 30th April and possibly discovering a future Man Booker Prize winner. 

Thank you in anticipation of your support and please feel free to contact me either at the email address below or on my mobile number 0774 380 6751 for any further clarification.

Yours sincerely,

Peter C. Brereton

Programme Manager.

info@themanbookerprizeforyoungwriters.co.uk
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