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1 March 2007

To Principals of all post-primary schools and Pauline Curran (Kinnego and EOTAS)

SELB LEADING LEARNING 3 / ENTITLEMENT FRAMEWORK CONFERENCE

29 MARCH 2007

Canal Court Hotel, Newry, 9.30 – 3.30
Dear Principal

Leading Learning Conference 3 has been scheduled to assist school principals in their planning for post-14 provision. The aims of the conference are:

· To clarify the statutory requirements for all pupils at KS4

· To consider implications for curriculum planning

· To consider the framework / conditions for Learning for Life and Work and for Cross-curricular skills 

· To consider the implications of Entitlement Framework

The morning session will address KS4 issues within the Revised Curriculum. By this point in second term, it was expected that the parameters for planning Key Stage 4 would have been more fully available. I know that many schools have already made decisions, however tentative, regarding KS4 provision and timetable for next year. It is essential, nonetheless, in each of the five boards to bring together all schools with the purpose of sharing our understandings of forthcoming statutory requirements and entitlement at post-14 level.

The afternoon session is an important occasion in that it will be the first official opportunity to explore the likely SELB Learning Partnerships now that preliminary work has been carried out and SELB support structures have evolved. In particular, while bids for funding under Entitlement Framework this year were unfortunately complicated in terms of school-to-school collaboration (a more structured procedure has been developed for this year), this conference will provide a forum for progressing next year’s bids on a small group or area basis which will contribute to the emergent Learning Partnerships within SELB. Given the timescale for next year’s funding applications, principals may already be in discussions with other partners. These activities will inform the relevant Learning Partnership discussions on the day of the conference.

Further details will be provided closer to the event. Should you be unable to attend, I would urge you to send a representative who can contribute to the discussion and bring back information. Please complete the attached reply slip and return as soon as possible to my secretary, Mrs Jean Wright.

In conclusion, following the Revised Curriculum training during Exceptional Closure this term, I trust that you and your curriculum team are well-positioned to continue planning for Year 8 pupils in September 2007. The training was well-received and it is now important to follow through the key issues using the subcover allocation to facilitate co-ordination meetings of relevant staff and to work with link officers. As mentioned at the Curriculum Leader Team training, it is good practice to keep a record / diary of curriculum development work; notes on staff training at outcentres, programmes for in-school development work, action plans for each year / each strand of work and financial records of subcover used for Revised Curriculum. Since the funding for Revised Curriculum is earmarked it is essential that its usage is tracked for audit purposes. Your link officer will discuss this with you at a future date.

/2
The SELB CASS team has appreciated your support this year and we look forward to furthering our work with you on 29 March 2007.

Yours sincerely
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Esther Ross (Mrs)

SENIOR ADVISER (POST-PRIMARY)

SECRETARY’S LINE: 028 37 512505

FAX: 028 37 512236

EMAIL: esther.ross@selb.org
ER/JW
Reply Slip

SELB LEADING LEARNING 3 / ENTITLEMENT FRAMEWORK CONFERENCE

29 MARCH 2007

Canal Court Hotel, Newry, 9.30 – 3.30
School Name: 













Name of Principal/ 












Representative attending

Principal’s Signature: 






  Date: 





Please complete and return to Mrs Jean Wright, SELB, 3 Charlemont Place, The Mall, ARMAGH  BT61 9AX, fax 028 37 512236 or email jean.wright@selb.org
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