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Circular No 2007/49
28 March 2007

TO ALL CONTROLLED SCHOOLS

Dear Principal

CONSULTATION ON HARMONISED DATES FOR NON-AVAILABILITY OF TRANSPORT & CATERING SERVICES 2008/2009

At the last meeting of the Chief Executive’s Working Group on the Harmonisation of Non-Availability of Transport & Catering Services, (comprising representation from the five boards, CCMS, GBA, NICIE, Irish Medium and ANIC), the following dates were agreed using the established criteria (see Appendix 1):-

	(Dates are inclusive)
	No of Days

	1-31 August 2008

22-31 December 2008

1-2 January 2009

10-17 April 2009

4 May 2009

25 May 2009

1-31 July 2009

	21

8

(Christmas)

2

6

(Easter Week)

1

(May Day)

1

(May Bank Holiday)

23

	
	62


However, it was agreed to consult on the following holidays:-

	Option 1:

	No of Days

	Thurs, 30 and Fri, 31 Oct 2008

Thurs, 12 and Fri, 13 Feb 2009
	2

(Halloween)

2

(Mid Term)

	
	4


Or

	Option 2:

	No of Days

	Fri, 31 Oct and Mon, 3 Nov 2008

Fri, 13 and Mon, 16 Feb 2009
	2

(Halloween)

2

(Mid Term)

	
	4


Taking the 62 core days and the 4 days of either option plus St Patrick’s Day (Tuesday 17 March 2009) there are 4 optional days for schools to use as they see fit.


Please complete the attached pro forma indicating your views on the Halloween and Mid Term dates and return it to Mrs Joy Clarke by Friday, 4 May 2007.  I would encourage you to take part in the consultation as no assumptions will be made for those schools who do not return the pro forma.

Yours faithfully
Mr P Mackey

HEAD OF TEACHING, LEARNING, CURRICULUM & YOUTH

(ACROSS WELB & SELB)

Tel:
028 37 512410






Encs   /LD

Fax:
028 37 512236

E-Mail:
paddy.mackey@selb.org
TO BE RETURNED TO MRS J CLARKE, TEACHING, LEARNING, CURRICULUM & YOUTH  DEPARTMENT, SELB HQ, 3 CHARLEMONT PLACE, THE MALL, ARMAGH ON OR BEFORE FRIDAY, 4 MAY  2007

CONSULTATION ON HARMONISED DATES FOR NON-AVAILABILITY OF TRANSPORT & CATERING SERVICES 2008/2009
Name of School
________________________________________________

Please tick your preference:

Option 1:


Thurs, 30 and Fri, 31 Oct 2008


2
(Halloween)

Thurs, 12 and Fri, 13 Feb 2009
    
2
(Mid Term)




__




4

OR

Option 2:

 Fri, 31 Oct and Mon, 3 Nov 2008
 2
(Halloween)

 Fri, 13 Feb and Mon, 16 Feb 2009      
 2
(Mid Term)






__





 4

Signed
_________________________



Date
_________________________



Principal
APPENDIX 1

C R I T E R I A

1
Savings - this relates to the rebate received from Translink for full week closures, savings arising in school meals feeder kitchens and in relation to heating, security and other facility costs.

2
Convenience of parents and teachers with children at different schools.

3
Balance the length of school terms, mindful of the health and well-being of teachers.

4
Holy Days of obligation for denominational schools and cultural holidays.

5
Dates of examinations, eg transfer test, AS modules after Christmas.

6
Dates of open nights.

7
The date set for Easter and also the day on which Halloween, Christmas and New Year fall.

8
Start of school year, ie August or September.
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