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20 February 2007
To:
Head of Mathematics in all Post-Primary Schools

ANNUAL HEAD OF MATHEMATICS CONFERENCE

Dear Head of Maths

The annual one-day Head of Mathematics Conference will be held on Thursday, 22 March 2007 in Craigavon Teachers’ Centre commencing at 9.30am. 
The conference is being held later than usual this year so that all teachers will have participated in Revised Curriculum training in mathematics. This will therefore be a good opportunity for schools to reflect on the training day and review their current position. One of the aims of the course will be to provide a forum for Heads of Department to discuss current developments and consider suitable models for future support in mathematics.

The second major aim for the conference will be to get feedback from Dr. Nick Todd (ETI) on the Inspectorate’s new publication “Better Mathematics”.
“In 2001, the Education and Training Inspectorate (ETI) published Improving Mathematics, in which the main strengths and areas for development of the mathematics provision in post-primary schools were identified.  This document added further to the overall understanding of the characteristics of good quality mathematics provision (Evaluating Mathematics, 1999).  Since then, ETI has also promoted the role of self-evaluation in improving the quality of education, through the publication of Together Towards Improvement and The Reflective Teacher.
The mathematics inspectors have now produced a new document, Better Mathematics, which not only updates the messages within Improving Mathematics, but also provides questions for mathematics teachers, and Heads of Departments especially, to assist them in the evaluation of their work.  These will supplement the guidance already provided in the two self-evaluative publications noted above.

This conference is a vital part of the dissemination of this new material and I would encourage you, or another senior member of your department, to attend.  During the seminar, you will receive a copy of Better Mathematics for your department.”

As part of Phase 2 of the Numeracy Strategy substitute cover will continue to be centrally provided. Please note that a sum of £160 will shortly be allocated to your school’s delegated budget. For Voluntary Grammar / Integrated schools a cheque for this amount will be issued.
Two forms about school data are enclosed with this letter.  Over the last few years heads of maths departments have found the summary information from these surveys very useful in reviewing their current position and setting targets for development.  Obviously, the more data that can be gathered the more reliable the statistics will be.  As in previous years no information about individual schools will be discussed.

/2

If you are unable to attend the conference please still return the completed forms and I will ensure you get a copy of the collated results later this term. 
Please return the completed forms and reply slip by Friday, 9 March 2007.

Yours sincerely

G Toal
Gerry Toal
ADVISER FOR MATHEMATICS

GT/JW

Direct Line 028 3836 8178
Fax 028 3835 1172
Email gerry.toal@selb.org
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reply Slip : ANNUAL HEAD OF MATHEMATICS CONFERENCE

I wish to attend the above conference in Craigavon Teachers’ Centre on 22nd March 2007.
Name: 












School: 











Principal’s Signature: 





  Date: 





Please complete and return by Friday, 9 March 2007 to Mrs Jean Wright, SELB, 3 Charlemont Place, The Mall, ARMAGH  BT61 9AX, fax 028 37 512236 or email jean.wright@selb.org
School                                                             

Time Allocation for Maths (2006-2007)

	Year Group
	As a fraction of weekly timetable (eg 5/45)
	Total Time (Minutes)

	Year   8
	
	

	Year   9
	
	

	Year 10
	
	

	Year 11
	
	

	Year 12
	
	

	Year 13
	
	

	Year 14
	
	


Exam Boards

	GCSE
	A Level

	
	2006
	2007
	2008
	
	2006
	2007
	2008

	CCEA
	
	
	
	CCEA
	
	
	

	CCEA Modular
	
	
	
	Edexcel
	
	
	

	AQA
	
	
	
	OCR
	
	
	

	AQA Modular
	
	
	
	AQA
	
	
	

	OCR
	
	
	
	Other
	
	
	

	OCR Modular
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	


	Comments on possible future changes




Provision for non-GCSE pupils

	Maths for Life
	

	Certificate Level Maths (please state Exam Board)
	

	Weakest pupils all do Foundation GCSE
	

	Other (please state)
	


Additional Maths

	
	
	Extra Time

(as fraction)
	Extra Time

(minutes)

	Year 11/12  (alongside GCSE)
	
	
	

	Year 12       (GCSE taken early)
	
	
	

	Year 13
	
	
	


KEY STAGE 3 (2004) TO GCSE (2006)



School ____________________________

Using your Key Stage 3 results from May 2004 and your GCSE results from June 2006 fill in the numbers of pupils in the appropriate boxes.




GCSE Results

	 A*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	E
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	F
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	G
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other exam
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	U or no exam
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	LNA
	W1 or 2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8












Key Stage 3 Results
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