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LEARNING CENTRES






20th January 2012
Dear Principal,

Continuing Professional Development Courses for Primary Teachers
Please find enclosed details of a new primary science course entitled Exploring Primary STEM – A Journey through Land, Sea and Space. The course has been prepared through a partnership between the Education and Library Boards and the National Science Learning Centre, York. 

To make the opportunity as accessible as possible, the course will be held on several different dates at various venues – please see the information enclosed with this letter. The courses are eligible for an ENTHUSE Award of £600 per teacher which will be paid directly to schools on completion of the course. ENTHUSE Awards can be used for supply cover, travel, meals or to fund the implementation of ideas for improving the teaching of science. Please note, to obtain the bursary teachers must attend all three days of the course, undertake an agreed gap task, and submit an action plan. The same teacher must attend all three days. 
For more information on the courses and to book your space visit www.sciencelearningcentres.org.uk and register to be a member if you have not already done so.  Then visit www.slcs.ac.uk/go/nat/nan11264 and apply for the course of your choice. As places may be limited and allocated on a first come first served basis, we recommend booking early. Your booking will be confirmed by email. If you have any further questions please contact me via email gillian.humes@belb.co.uk or telephone 90564000 and speak to Stephanie Gallagher.
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Dr Gill Humes, 
Assistant Adviser Science, BELB
Primary STEM – A Journey through Land, Sea and Space.
This course explores a range of practical science activities that can be used to deliver the concepts of Movement and Energy within a variety of World Around Us themes. The themes have been chosen to ‘encourage and develop children’s natural curiosity’ (The NI Curriculum Primary 2007). 

The course has been designed to enrich the learning experiences of pupils through opportunities for practical problem solving, research and investigation, whilst relating this to everyday life.

Participants will have opportunities to: 

· Explore the development of STEM in the primary school

· Acquire Active Learning and Teaching strategies in Science and Technology

· Link Active Learning in Science with the development of skills

· Identify contexts for developing Science learning

Dates and venues
The course will be repeated three times in three different venues as follows;
Course A – Wednesday 8th February, Thursday 9th February, Tuesday 15th May. Venue Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, Craigavon. CODE  
Course B – Wednesday 22nd February, Thursday 23rd February, Wednesday 23rd May. Venue BELB Fortwilliam  Educational Centre. CODE 
Course C– Wednesday 29th February, Thursday 1st March, Monday 14th May. Venue NEELB, Antrim Board Centre. CODE
Project ENTHUSE is a partnership supported by the Wellcome Trust, the Department for Children, Schools and Families, Astra Zeneca, Astra Zeneca Science Teaching Trust, BAE Systems, BP, General Electric Foundation, GlaxoSmithKline, Rolls-Royce, Vodafone and Vodafone Group Foundation. 
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