Model letter for schools to send to parents if it has cases of swine flu
	Letter to all parents and staff at (insert name) School 



	
Date: 


Dear Parent 

This letter is to inform you about Swine Flu (H1N1).  
A person/pupil / a number of people/pupils (delete as appropriate) at the school have displayed symptoms of and is/are being treated for Influenza A/H1N1 virus or ‘swine flu’. 

The latest expert scientific advice is that individual school closures to stop the spread of disease are of limited benefit, as swine flu is now circulating more freely in the local community.  The Public Health Agency guidance has been updated so that school closures are likely now only in exceptional circumstances or if safe staffing levels are not possible due to illness.  
The most important advice is that the parents/guardians of children who have symptoms of flu-like illness should keep them off school and as far as possible not mix with others until they have recovered and are free of symptoms. This is to reduce the risk of spreading the infection. 

Sources of advice and support
If you think your child shows the symptoms of  swine flu then you should contact your GP or Out of Hours service by telephone for advice. It is especially important to contact your doctor if there is someone in the household who has underlying illness. 

If your GP prescribes treatment for Swine Flu, I would be grateful if you would let the school know.
It’s important to point out that most people who have swine flu make a quick recovery at home. However, you should do what you can to prevent the infection from being spread to others by ensuring your family take some simple precautions: 

· Covering your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing, using a tissue when possible. 

· Disposing of dirty tissues promptly and carefully. 

· Washing your hands frequently with soap and water to reduce the spread of the virus from your hands to your face or to other people. 

· Cleaning hard surfaces (such as door handles) frequently using a normal cleaning product.

· Making sure your children follow this advice. 

I appreciate that this is an anxious time for parents. We have been assured by the Public Health Agency that Swine flu is a mild illness for the vast majority of people. However, if you have concerns you can contact your GP, GP Out of Hours service or  the Northern Ireland Swine Flu Helpline at 0800 0514 142
Yours sincerely,
Principal
If you would like further advice you can contact the Northern Ireland Swine Flu Help Line on 0800 0514142 or at www.dhsspsni.gov.uk or http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/
Alternatively you can visit the Department of Education Swine Influenza website page on  http://www.deni.gov.uk/index/85-schools/5-school-management/schools-management-31-swine-influenza.htm  which includes advice for parents and carers of children:

If you want further information on who will be offered swine flu updates you can visit the Department of Health website http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/InformationandGuidance/Vaccinationprogramme/index.htm
