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1 May 2009  

SWINE INFLUENZA – C2k Support for Schools

DearTony
In light of the DHSSPS report that the WHO Alert, in respect of Swine Influenza, has been raised to Phase 5, I would advise you that C2k is working with its service provider HP to ensure that its wide area services and, in particular, remote access to its eLearning environment, LearningNI, will be maintained throughout this phase of the Alert.  
This will ensure that, in circumstances where a school closure is necessitated as a result of a spread of infection, teachers will be able to access the on-line services, from home, using the laptops provided to schools by the Department and, through this service, they will be able to create and update on-line courses and activities that will be available to those pupils who have access to a computer with an internet connection.  Further, such pupils will be able to access both LearningNI and their personal work folders and will be able to complete work on-line and return assignments for review and marking by their teachers.  
In addition, existing teacher and pupil email services and virtual classroom services will remain available.

C2k will, by Tuesday 5th May 2009, through its Exchange environment and website, re-issue advice to schools on the use of these remote services in preparation for any emergency closure.
You may wish to make reference to this facility as part of your own plans to respond to the emerging situation.

Yours sincerely

Jimmy Stewart  
Director, C2k
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