	DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING AND SUPPORT SERVICES DEPARTMENT:

3 Charlemont Place ( The Mall ( Armagh ( BT61 9AX

Tel: 028 3751 2200 ( Fax: 028 3751 2555
Email: gregory.butler@selb.org ( Website: www.selb.org


	
	[image: image1.png];on and Library Boa
rg

souther? educat








Our Ref:
0010712




Circular No: 2009/172
27 August 2009 

To:
 Principals of All Schools

Dear Principal 

SWINE INFLUENZA - UPDATE

Further to my letter of 29 July 2009 I write to update you on the developments regarding Swine Flu. A number of meetings have taken place involving officials and Ministers from across Government Departments and as a result of these meetings further guidance documents were issued by the Department of Education on 21 August 2009. A copy of all of this information is available from the Department of Education website at the following link. http://www.deni.gov.uk/index/85-schools/5-school-management/schools-management-31-swine-influenza.htm  Included on the website is a downloadable colour poster ‘Protecting against flu’ for use by schools

The Emergency Planning Team within the SELB has been convened to ensure continuity of service in the light of the epidemic resulting in large number of staff being unavailable for work. Officers from the SELB are working closely with the Department of Education and the Public Health Agency to ensure a consistency of approach to handling Swine Flu. Issues such as the additional cost to schools of implementing preventative measures and the practicality of isolation of pupils have been identified and the Department of Education are considering these.

It is important that all schools prepare / update their ‘School Aide Memoire for Swine Influenza Contingency Plan’ as per the SELB circular no 2009/124 issued on 13 May 2009.
If you require any assistance or guidance on any matter pertaining to the Swine Influenza outbreak you can access the SELB website – www.selb.org or ring the SELB Health & Safety Officer on 028 3751 2429.

Yours sincerely

Gregory P Butler

Head of Development, Planning & Support Services
Head of Emergency Planning Team
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