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My Library: Ballyliford

By Miss Amy Devlin

Ballylifford Primary School
Characters: 
Sammy, Chloe, Sammy’s mum Sarah, Chloe’s mum Louise, all the children  in the school, the librarian, Mrs. Brown, and the teacher, Mrs. Campbell.
The star of my story:  Sammy.

This story is set in Ballylifford Primary School, one of the finest schools in the SELB. The characters and storyline are purely fictional but the author’s love of books is not. (By the way, I’m the author!)

‘Sammy and the library’

It was Monday break time in Ballylifford Primary School and everyone was outside enjoying the wonderful freedom from work. Sammy and her best friend Chloe were playing tag in the big yard with the other primary six girls. Suddenly they saw a big group of children excitedly talking about something. The girls decide to investigate. They listen to the conversation about Cookstown library and how brilliant it is. Sammy had no idea what a library was. Sammy asked the other children ‘What is a library?’ The other children laughed at her in disbelief.  ‘You’ve never heard of a library? Unbelievable!’

Chloe, who was a regular at the library, wanted her friend Sammy to know all about the library and to experience the many activities which took place in it. She told Sammy about the ‘Storytelling sessions’ held every Wednesday from 2.30 - 3.15 where different authors came and read from their books. Sammy thought this sounded very exciting and asked Chloe how she got to the library. Chloe explained that her mum, Louise, worked a half-day on Wednesdays and picked her up from school and they went straight to the library. She said she would ask her mum to ring Sammy’s mum, Sarah, to see if Sammy could go on Wednesday with them. Sammy was so thrilled and couldn’t wait to tell her mum that evening. 

Sammy had only moved to the area that summer but as her grandma lived there she had known Chloe and her family all her life. In fact, Sammy and Chloe’s mums had been best friends at school and had kept in contact after Sarah had married and moved away. Sammy had been brought up in a very remote area with no access to a local library but her mum had developed her love of books by buying as many as possible when they went to the shops. Sammy hoped this meant her mum would be happy to let her go to the library.
Soon Wednesday came and both girls thought the school day would never end so that their adventure could begin. Eventually 2.00 p.m. came and the girls were picked up by Chloe’s mum, Louise. They arrived in Cookstown library in time to take their seats at the front of the audience of excited children waiting for the latest story….. read by….. you’ll never believe it…..Jacqueline Wilson, the best ever storywriter, (in the opinion of all ten year old girls, including myself) and the author of this fantastic story!) As Jacqueline Wilson read the story she brought it to life and as Sammy closed her eyes she could almost see the characters in her mind. She could feel the emotions, taste the food, hear their voices and smell the fire burning in their house in Chapter 3. Ever so quickly the Chapter ended but it was to be continued the next week. Sammy hoped she could return.
Chloe’s mum took time after the storytelling to let the girls use the many services the library had to offer. They looked at the opening hours first as Sammy hoped her mum could take them back on Saturday for a longer visit. She was delighted to find out that the library was open for seven and a half hours on Saturday - loads of time. 
	Monday
	09:30 - 20:00

	Tuesday
	09:30 - 20:00

	Wednesday
	13:00 - 20:00

	Thursday
	09:30 - 20:00

	Friday
	09:30 - 17:00

	Saturday
	09:30 - 17:00


The services included millions of books, books on tape, and large print books for people who had problems with their eyesight, videos, music CDs, Information Service and the Internet. They discovered they could come on Class Visits and agreed to ask their teacher, Mrs. Campbell, to arrange a visit. The librarian, Mrs. Brown, gave them loads of brochures and information to share with their class and said she looked forward to hearing from Ballylifford Primary School about a visit very soon.
That was six months ago. Now Sammy attends the library at least twice every week and she has entered many library competitions. Her class has had regular visits to the library and storytellers have also come to the school, arranged by Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Campbell. There is a library area in the school entrance area so that all classes can enjoy the books. Sammy and her class have made posters to encourage others to read books and to go to the library. Sammy won the primary six writing competition by designing a leaflet on how to use the library so that no one would ever feel silly again.
Thank you for reading my story- I hope you enjoyed it. 
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