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ongratulations to all members of the South Ulster Youth
Orchestra,   South Ulster Youth Band, South Ulster Harp Ensemble,
South Ulster Academy Orchestra and South Ulster Academy Band
who performed at our Christmas Concert in Dungannon Leisure
Centre.

The capacity audience were treated to a marvellous evenings
entertainment. Thanks also to the choir of St. Patrick’s Girls’ Academy,
Dungannon for their excellent contribution.

All our Orchestras, Bands and Ensembles are busy preparing for
their end of season concerts.  The majority of concerts take place
before Easter and I am sure you are all looking forward to having
longer in bed on Saturday mornings in the final term.

Auditions for Saturday morning ensembles take place after Easter.
Details will be available soon. This year we have undertaken an
ambitious project involving the South Ulster Youth Orchestra, South
Ulster Youth Band and Cross Border Orchestra, Ireland.

A concert has been booked for the new Helix Concert Hall in Dublin
on Saturday 3rd May with plans for a return concert next year, possibly
in the Ulster Hall. We aim to have weekend courses and are very
hopeful that wonderful musical and social experiences will result from
this partnership.

The Concert Tour of Georgia for the South Ulster Youth Orchestra
and the South Ulster Youth Band is now only a few months away. The
excitement is growing for staff and pupils alike. There are rumours
that Mr. Canmore and Mr. Dolan have already booked their pre-tour
sun-bed sessions. Over £7,000 has been raised to date through, bag
packing, busking, donations from schools, raffles, school concerts.
There are many events being organised such as quizzes, balloon
races, and some of the music service staff and pupils have been
persuaded to take part in a relay team for the Belfast Marathon. Mr.
Rooney and myself plan to break the record for the slowest time.
Please support and sponsor our efforts.

Finally, I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year and thank
all members of Orchestras, Bands and Ensembles for their dedication
and hard work and look forward to a most entertaining concert season.

Seamus Dinsmore, Head of Orchestras, Bands & Ensembles

C
Monday 3rd March - Craigavon Civic Centre @ 8.00

pm.  Portadown Area Junior Ensembles Concert,

featuring the South Ulster Academy Recorder

Ensemble

Wednesday 19th March - St. Mark’s HS,

Warrenpoint @ 8.00pm - Newry Area Junior

Ensembles Concert

Thursday 20th March - Dungannon Leisure Centre

@ 8.00pm - Area Junior Ensembles Concert

featuring the South Ulster Intermediate String

Orchestra

Thursday 13th March - Craigavon Civic Centre @

8.00 pm - Portadown Male Voice Choir Annual Concert

featuring the South Ulster String Orchestra

Tuesday 25th March - Lismore Comprehensive

School, Craigavon @ 11.15am & 1.45pm - Schools

Day Concerts featuring the South Ulster Academy

Orchestra & South Ulster Academy Band

Thursday 3rd April - Craigavon Civic Centre @

7.30pm

A tribute to American Music featuring musicians from

‘La Grange’, Atlanta, USA.

Friday 4th April - St. Mark’s Warrenpoint @ 8.OOpm

South Ulster Academy Orchestra, South Ulster

Academy Band, South Ulster String Orchestra

Monday 14th April - Portadown Music Centre @

7.30pm - Parents Night

Tuesday 15th April  - Dungannon Music Centre @

7.30pm - Parents Night

Wednesday 16th April - Newry Music Centre @

7.30pm - Parents Night

Saturday 3rd May - Helix Concert Hall, Dublin @

7.45pm - South Ulster Youth Orchestra, South Ulster

Youth Band and St. Louis Secondary School, Dundalk.

Friday 6th June - Craigavon Civic Centre @ 8.00pm

Prize Night

Thursday 26th June - Newry Town Hall @ 8.00pm

South Ulster Youth Orchestra, South Ulster Youth Band

Tuesday 1st – Friday 4th July - Summer School

Application forms are available from the three Music

Centres and at all our concerts.  Please note the

change of date!!

U.C.A.S. News
At long last, ABRSM grade exams are being recognised
for University and College entrance courses. Starting in
the academic year 2004-2005, all students with Grade 6
and above qualifications will be able to include points
awarded on their UCAS forms.

The inclusion of ABRSM qualifications in the UCAS tariff
provides further recognition of the considerable dedication
and commitment required in order to be successful at
these grades. The points awarded in these grades would
be in addition to any points awarded for AS or A level
music. Students may only claim for one practical subject.
Below is a table of the points awarded for the various
grades.

EDITORIAL TEAM

Nuala Curran
Darren Canmore
Luke Burke
Dolores McConville
Krista Ward
Stephen Dolan
Edel Geary
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If you have any news items, photographs or information
you would like to share with us, please do not hesitate to
contact me at Newry Music Centre;  028 3025 3168.  We
welcome your comments and ideas for future issues.
Thanks, Nuala Curran.
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VIOLA FACT FILE:

• Famous viola players: Beethoven, Bach, Mozart,
Schubert, Dvorak, Britten, Hindemith and Jimi
Hendrix!!

• William Primrose once was asked “What is the
difference between the Violin and a Viola?” he
answered by saying that the “Viola was a violin
with a college education”

• The Viola is an important member of the orches-
tra, but is not often heard by itself.

• As it is bigger than the Violin, with longer strings,
it makes a rich , warm sound that is lower in
pitch.

• The Viola’s body is too small for its pitch – it
should be a violin and a half long! However this
would make it too difficult to play in the normal
position.

• Ralph Aldrich wrote:
Eat out thy heart, o cello proud,
and violin go don thy shroud
Pray St Cecilias mercy mild,
forgive thy up and down bows wild
For she in sacred restitution,
Bless’d VIOLAS contribution,
Paying it the compliment,
of genius’ favoured instrument .
Mozart,Schubert,Dvorak and Britten
all for orchestras have written
Hear o man and earth rejoice,
viola played they all – BY CHOICE!!

• Young Violists List
This is a list you will be proud to be part of.
Information about it can be found at
http://www.viola.com/youngviolists/

To subscribe, send a blank e-mail to:
youngviolists-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Dates For Your Diary

Grade 8 Practical Theory
Distinction    75    30
Merit    70    25
Pass    55    20

Grade 7
Distinction    60    20
Merit    55    15
Pass    40    10

Grade 6
Distinction    45    15
Merit    40    10
Pass    25     5

Further information about UCAS is available from
www.ucas.ac.uk

CONGRATULATIONS
The Music Service staff and pupils would like to extend
their warmest congratulations to Mr. Martin White (our
recently retired Head of Performance) on his Honorary
Fellowship from the Guild of Church Musicians.
F.G.C.M.



Desmond Martin, a past pupil of the Music Service
and former Principal bassoon of the South Ulster
Youth Orchestra shares with us an account of his
path to success, from Primary school beginner to
professional bassoonist in the Band of Her Majesty’s
Irish Guards.

I began learning the bassoon at the age of eight under
the tuition of Mr. Uel Faulkner from the Music Service.
I never knew such an instrument existed let alone
how or where I was ever going to play it. However,
the nine years to follow saw this instrument and music
as a whole become my future. During this time, I
worked through grades 1 – 8 of the Associated Board
of the Royal Schools of Music as well as taking part
in the many Bands and Orchestras made available
to me by the Music Service. Having decided to make
music my career I joined the army, where I am now
bassoonist in the Band of Her Majesty’s Irish Guards.
To get there I had to complete three months basic
military training followed by a further ten months
musical training at the Royal Military School of Music,
Knellar Hall.

I am permanently based in Chelsea Barracks, central
London, where most of our work is ceremonial;
playing for events such as the changing of the guard
at Buckingham Palace, state investitures, Royal
garden parties etc. as well as many concerts. The
next year sees tours to Germany, Italy, New York,
Australia and Northern Ireland.

Had the Music Service not given me my start into
the world of music, I would not be in this job that I
love and enjoy so much.

MARKS OF DISTINCTION

Congratulations to all those who successfully passed
their Associated Board Examinations in November 2002.
Twenty-two distinctions were gained by students who
entered in this session. An additional 40 merits and 54
passes showed that all the intense practice paid off in
the end!! Good luck to all those sitting exams in the near
future!!

DISTINCTION
Clare Austin, Linda Berry, Clare Carroll, Danielle Carson,
Bronagh Clarke, Shannon Coglan, Ronan Conlon,
Niamh Dinsmore, Anna Doherty, Michael Cromie, Paul
Crothers, Ellen Donnelly, Stephen Lutton, Ruth
McCavery, Timothy McClure, Orla McDaid, Lisa
McLoughlin, Danielle Rogan, Brigid Shine, Leah
Stanfield, Daniel Wade, Dara Walker,

 MERIT
James Anderson, Catherine Arthur, Matthew Benson,
Laura Boyle, Fiona Bradley, Nadine Brennan, Blathnaid
Carlin, Cathy Carson, Dearbhla Haughey, Amber Hillen,
Alexandra Hobson, Oisin Kearney, Donal Kearney,
Bronagh Kelly, Emma Kelly, Helen King, Mary-Rose
Lavelle, Emma Lavery, Eoin Logan, Ryan Macklin,
Clodagh McCaffery, Gillian McDonald, Caoimhe
McKearney, Kirsty McKimm, Sharon McMaugh, Amy
McNaughter, Clare McShane, Leah McVeigh, Rachel
Millar, Irene Moore, Gerard Morgan, Aoibhin O’Hare,
Etaoin Quinn, Louise Quinn, Laura Rodgers, Rachel
Smith, Caroline Stanyer, Joshua Taylor, Cheryl
Turkington, Una Woods,

PASS
Cathy Berry, Cathy Boyle, Adele Campbell, Fionnuala
Cavanagh, David Clarke, Jack Clarke, Jonathan Collins,
Ryan Connolly, Katie Coyle, Conor Currie, Anthony
Devlin, Ashlean Donaghy, Emma Douglas, Lisa Foye,
Laura Frazer, Ellen Gorman, Joanne Gracey, Philip
Greaves, Jordan Greenan, Patrick Jones, Caroline Kelly,
Bronagh Kelly, Laura Kennedy, Sarah Kennedy, Moira
King, Daniel Loughran, Susan McAnallen, Niamh
McCaughery, Grainne McConville, Kylie McCormick,
Eamon McCrystal, John McEvoy, Alison McFarland,
Ciara McGreevy, Christina McMullan, Lisa McNamee,
Emma McNamee, Simon Mills, Frank Monaghan, Kate
Murphy, Aislinn O’Dowd, Ciaran O’Dowd, Brid O’Hagan,
Anna O’Reilly, Lorcan Perry, Ta-Sing Poon, Aoife
Skeffington, Aveen Stewart, Kelly-Marie Stewart, Laura
Strain, Ellen Thompson, Matthew Tilley, Rebecca Walsh,
Ruth-Ann Wright,

We would like to extend special congratulations to Ruth
McCavery who has gained a distinction in every
Associated Board examination from Grade 1 through to
Grade 8. This is a tremendous achievement by a
dedicated and talented student. Ruth currently plays
viola in the South Ulster Youth Orchestra and has been a
valued pupil of the Music Service for many years.

Congratulations to Alicia Hoy (St. Mary’s P.S. Cabra) on
winning a £10 CD voucher in our previous competition!

In this edition we are challenging all Music Service students
to test their ‘Symphonic’ knowledge. If you think you know
who composed the following Symphonies write your
answers on a sheet of paper with your name printed at the
top. Answer sheets must be submitted to Miss. Krista Ward,
SELB Music Service, Bann House, Bridge Street,
Portadown, BT63 5AE, no later than Friday 11th April
2003.

The first correct entry drawn out of the hat will receive a £10
CD voucher and the runner up will receive an Easter egg.
The winners will be announced in the next edition of “In
Tune”.

1. Eroica Symphony   2. Surprise Symphony
3. New World Symphony   4. Jupiter Symphony
5. Symphony Fantastique   6. Pathetique Symphonie
7. Resurrection Symphony   8. Sinfonia Antarctica
9. Symphony of Psalms 10. Turangalila Symphonie

STUDENT RECITALS
SPRING 2003
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Go
 fo
r i
t ! Laura Smyth, a current pupil of the Music service and fifth form

student at Drumcree College, attended one of our Roadshow
concerts and sent this very flattering review.

The SELB staff came to our school and delighted us with their
influential and enlightening performance. Playing songs which we
could relate to and recognise such as ‘Livin’ La Vida Loca’ and a
selection of Christmas Carols. The pupil participation through
conducting, playing percussion or just by clapping hands was very
enjoyable. It was nice to see the primary sixes and primary sevens
of our local schools enjoying a musical afternoon in Drumcree
College. I hope it is an experience that will be repeated and if even
a little of the enthusiasm shown by your staff brushes off on the
audience present, we should have an aspiring musical generation

MUSIC SERVICE
CHRISTMAS ROADSHOW

Listed below are the students who took part in
the Spring Terms recital programmes held in all
three music centres.

DUNGANNON
Joanne Hughes (Flute), Lauren Toner (French
Horn), Victoria Scarlett (Trombone), Christopher
Coulter (Trombone), John Dilworth (Violin),
Aaron Courtenay (Viola), Rachel McGarrity
(Violin), Anne Scullion (Bassoon), Caroline
Bradley (Double Bass), Nicola McAnenly
(Double Bass), Sarah Morris (Viola), Kevin
Rafferty (Cello), Ronan McCann (Cello), Lucia
McLernon (Cello), Gemma Rafferty (Cello),
Gareth McShea (Tenor Saxophone).

NEWRY
Victoria Menary (Trumpet), Maria Anderson
(Trumpet), Catherine Gilfedder (Violin), Roisin
Clarke (Clarinet), Cathy Henning (Cornet), Clare
McEvoy (Double Bass), Emma-Joy McCulloch
(Alto Saxophone), Emma McIntyre (Oboe),
Rebecca Breen (Viola), Matthew Benson
(Trombone), Siobhan Kearney (Recorder),
Ronan Conlon (Cello), Danielle Rogan (Flute),
Brian McMahon (Clarinet), Michael Bradley
(Piano).

PORTADOWN
Laura-Jane Hughes (Trumpet), Sinead
O’Sullivan (Trumpet), Stacey Conn (Violin),
Cathal Masterson (French Horn), Janet French
(Oboe), Mark Mackey (Cello), Caroline McCabe
(Clarinet), Laura Rodgers (Percussion), Irene
Moore (Percussion), Helen King (Percussion),
Desi McKevitt (Percussion), Shelly Uprichard
(Percussion), Jenny Walker (Percussion), Tom
McCallister (Percussion), David Breen
(Percussion), Christina Orman (Double Bass),
Rachel McGurk (Double Bass), Grainne Lee
(Double Bass), Nicholas Dean (Flute), Alison
Menary (Trombome).

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
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